Memorandum
Date: February 20, 2013
To: Chris Devine, Butte County Association of Governments
From:

Sally Zeff, ICF International
Jennifer Rogers, ICF International

Subject: Summary of Public Scoping Meetings for the Butte Regional Conservation
Plan—January 9, 2013

Introduction
This public scoping summary memorandum serves as a means to document the joint scoping
process for the environmental impact statement/environmental impact report (EIS/EIR) on the
Butte Regional Conservation Plan (BRCP) under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). This memorandum summarizes and compiles all
public comments submitted during that scoping period, which concluded on January 28, 2013 for
NEPA purposes and on January 30, 2013 for CEQA purposes.

Background
The Butte County Association of Governments (BCAG) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) plan to prepare an EIS/EIR on the BRCP for western Butte County, California, including the
western lowlands and foothills of Butte County.
The BRCP is a comprehensive, regional plan designed to provide long‐term conservation and
management of natural communities, sensitive species, and the habitats upon which those species
depend, while accommodating other important uses of the land. The BRCP serves as a habitat
conservation plan (HCP) pursuant to the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA), and a natural
community conservation plan (NCCP) under the California Natural Community Conservation
Planning Act (NCCPA). The BRCP addresses state and federal endangered species compliance
requirements for Butte County and the cities of Oroville, Chico, Biggs, and Gridley (local agencies),
BCAG, the California Department of Transportation District 3 (Caltrans), Western Canal Water
District, Biggs West Gridley Water District, Butte Water District, Richvale Irrigation District, and the
BRCP Implementing Entity that will be established to implement the BRCP (permit applicants) for
activities and projects in the BRCP Plan Area that they conduct or approve.
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The BRCP is being prepared under the combined efforts of the BCAG and USFWS, in coordination
with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS). The proposed BRCP is designed to streamline and coordinate existing processes for
review and permitting of public and private activities that potentially affect protected species. To
meet this goal, the BRCP sets out a conservation strategy that includes measures to ensure that
impacts on covered species and habitats related to covered activities are avoided, minimized, or
mitigated, as appropriate. These covered activities encompass the range of existing and future
activities that are associated with much of the regional economy and the regional transportation
plans. The BRCP is further intended to reinforce the role of local government in overseeing local
land use planning and decision‐making.
In 2007, the BRCP Planning Agreement was entered into and by and among the Local Agencies,
BCAG, CDFW, USFWS, and NMFS. In 2010, Western Canal Water District, Biggs West Gridley Water
District, Butte Water District, Richvale Irrigation District and Caltrans became signatories to the
Planning Agreement. The Planning Agreement set out the initial scope of the program and defined
the roles and responsibilities of the parties in the development of the BRCP. The Planning
Agreement has helped guide the BRCP planning process and to define the initial scope of the effort.
BCAG served as the lead agency in coordination of the process and preparation of the BRCP. The
BRCP’s Conservation Strategy provides a regional approach for the long‐term conservation of
covered species and natural communities within the BRCP Plan Area while allowing for compatible
future land use and development under county and city general plan updates and the regional
transportation plan. The BRCP identifies and addresses the covered activities carried out by the
Permit Applicants that may result in take of covered species within the BRCP Plan Area. The
proposed BRCP is consistent with and is intended to support compliance with other federal and
state wildlife and related laws and regulations, other local conservation planning efforts, and the city
and county general plans. The BRCP was developed in coordination with the development of city
and county general plans in the BRCP Plan Area with feedback loops between the BRCP and general
plan processes. These feedback loops identified opportunities and constraints and allowed for
improvements in the general plans regarding the avoidance and minimization of impacts on
biological resources and the development of open space and conservation elements that dovetail
with the BRCP.
The EIS/EIR will be prepared pursuant to NEPA and CEQA. BCAG, acting as the lead agency under
CEQA, and the USFWS, acting as the lead agency under NEPA, have determined that an EIS/EIR, a
joint NEPA/CEQA document, should be prepared for the BRCP. In accordance with NEPA, the USFWS
published a notice of intent (NOI) in the Federal Register. In compliance with the requirements of
CEQA, BCAG prepared a notice of preparation (NOP). CDFW is a Responsible Agency and a Trustee
Agency for purposes of CEQA. NMFS is a Cooperating Agency for purposes of NEPA.
The BRCP Plan Area encompasses 564,270 acres in the western lowlands and foothills of Butte
County. Covered species are those species addressed in the BRCP for which conservation actions
will be implemented and for which the Permit Applicants will seek incidental take authorizations for
a period of up to 50 years. Species proposed for coverage in the BRCP are species that currently are
federally‐ and/or state‐listed as threatened or endangered, or have the potential to become listed
during the BRCP permits, and have some likelihood to occur in the BRCP area. The BRCP is expected
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to address 40 listed and nonlisted wildlife and plant species. In addition, the BRCP includes
conservation strategies for species of local concern in the Plan Area. The permits are needed to
authorize take of listed species that could occur as a result of implementation activities covered
under the BRCP.

Publication of Notice of Intent/Notice of Preparation
The NOI and NOP serve to inform the public of scoping meetings and the public comment period
regarding the scope of the EIS/EIR. Additional details regarding meeting locations and times and the
public comment period were provided in this notice.
In compliance with the requirements set forth in CEQA, BCAG prepared an NOP. The NOP contained
a brief description of the proposed project, project date, probable environmental effects, the date,
time and place of the public scoping meeting, and contact information. The NOP solicited
participation in determining the scope and content of the environmental content of the EIR. On
December 14, 2012 the NOP was sent to Responsible and Trustee Agencies and involved federal
agencies, to the State Clearinghouse, and parties previously requesting notice in writing. The
comment period on the NOP was December 14, 2012 to January 30, 2013.
In compliance with the requirements set forth in NEPA, USFWS prepared an NOI describing its
intent to prepare an EIS/EIR, the proposed action, the possible alternatives, and relevant scoping
meeting and contact information. The NOI was posted in the Federal Register, the United States
Government’s official noticing and reporting publication, on December 14, 2012. The official
comment period for the NOI was December 14, 2012 to January 28, 2013. The NOI can be viewed
online at http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR‐2012‐12‐14/pdf/2012‐30182.pdf.

Notifications/Publicity
Legal notices of the NOP were run in the Gridley Herald, Chico Enterprise, and Oroville Mercury on
Friday, December 14, 2013. The NOI/NOP and information about scoping meetings were sent via
mail to BCAG’s BRCP distribution list, posted on the BRCP Web site (www.buttehcp.com), and sent
via email to USFWS’ media contacts and BCAG’s email distribution list. Publication of the NOI in the
Federal Register constitutes public notice of that document. Additionally, the USFWS posted a media
release on its Web site.
On January 6, Chicoer.com published a news article about the BRCP and the scoping meetings at:
http://www.chicoer.com/ci_22320033/conservation‐plan‐would‐alter‐butte‐county‐
environmental‐permit?IADID=Search‐www.chicoer.com‐www.chicoer.com.
Attachment A contains copies of the following:


Notice of Preparation



Notice of Intent



Email Notification
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Legal Notice for Newspapers



Media Release



News Coverage

Scoping Meetings
Two scoping meetings were held during the NOI/NOP public comment period. They were held on
Wednesday, January 9, 2013 at the following locations and times:
Oroville

Wednesday, January 9, 2013
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Oroville City Council Chambers
1735 Montgomery Street
Oroville, CA 95965
Chico

Wednesday, January 9, 2013
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
BCAG Conference Room
2580 Sierra Sunrise Terrace, Suite 100
Chico, CA 95928

Public scoping meeting in Oroville, CA on January 9, 2013.
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The intent of the meetings was to inform the public of the proposed project and seek feedback on
the range of alternatives, environmental effects, and issues of concern related to the BRCP. The
meeting times were chosen to accommodate both the work day schedules of public agency
representatives and the general public, including residents and business owners.
The meetings were open‐house style workshops in which attendees could read and view the
information about the project and interact with project staff and ask questions.
Graphic poster boards were on display for attendees to review. The boards described and illustrated
the BRCP’s history, purpose, need and objectives, plan area, covered species and actions
environmental considerations, the CEQA/NEPA process and project timeline. BRCP project staff
were stationed at display boards to interact with public attendees and provide additional detail or
answer any questions.
A Power Point presentation was given to provide a brief introduction to the BRCP its objectives, the
project need, the environmental process and the parties involved in the process.
A fact sheet, providing an overview of the BRCP including purpose and goals, maps of the
corresponding plan area, an overview of the environmental compliance process and timeline, was
also made available.
Comment cards were prepared so that meeting attendees could provide feedback on the BRCP.
These cards could be filled out during the meeting and given to a project staff member.
Attachment B contains copies of the following:


Display boards



Power Point presentation



Fact sheet



Comment card templates
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Public scoping meeting in Chico, CA on January 9, 2013.

Public Feedback
Nine people in total attended the two meetings. Three people attended the meeting in Oroville and
six attended the meeting in Chico.
Three comments were received from stakeholders regarding the EIS/EIRs during the scoping
period. Below is a list summarizing topics in the comments received.


Nitrogen deposition in the Plan area could contribute to growth of invasive plant species.



Ensure compliance with CEQA in terms of adherence to laws related to historic resources and
notification of appropriate tribal governments.



The Office of Planning and Research sent a courtesy letter to reviewing agencies to encourage
them to submit comments on the scope and content of the NOP in a timely manner.

Attachment C contains copies of the following:


Comments received from all interested parties



Attendee sign‐in sheet templates
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Next Steps
Comments received during the scoping period will assist in determining which issues are evaluated
in detail in the EIS/EIR. Once alternatives have been developed based on the scoping process and
preexisting information, they will be analyzed, and a draft EIS/EIR will be developed. Upon the
release of the draft EIS/EIR, the public will have 90 days to comment on the document (the length of
the comment period is dictated by USFWS regulations, which requires a 90‐day review for a public
draft HCP with an EIS). Additionally, at least one public hearing will be held so the public and
agencies can learn more about the draft EIR/EIS, ask questions regarding the analysis, and provide
comments. At these meetings, the alternatives will be presented and explained.

Attachment A


Notice of Preparation



Notice of Intent



Email Notification



Legal Notice



Media Release



News Coverage

Notice of Preparation and Notice of Public Scoping Meetings
for an Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
for the Butte Regional Conservation Plan
Introduction
The Butte County Association of Governments (BCAG) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(Service) plan to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
(EIS/EIR) on the Butte Regional Conservation Plan (BRCP) for western Butte County, including the
western lowlands and foothills of Butte County. This is a comprehensive, regional plan designed to
provide long-term conservation and management of natural communities, sensitive species, and the
habitats upon which those species depend, while accommodating other important uses of the land.
The BRCP serves as a habitat conservation plan (HCP) pursuant to the federal Endangered Species
Act (ESA), and a natural community conservation plan (NCCP) under the California Natural
Community Conservation Planning Act (NCCPA). The BRCP addresses state and federal endangered
species compliance requirements for the County of Butte and the cities of Oroville, Chico, Biggs, and
Gridley (Local Agencies), BCAG, the California Department of Transportation District 3 (Caltrans),
Western Canal Water District, Biggs West Gridley Water District, Butte Water District, Richvale
Irrigation District, and the BRCP Implementing Entity that will be established to implement the
BRCP (Permit Applicants) for activities and projects in the BRCP Plan Area that they conduct or
approve.

The EIS/EIR will be prepared pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). BCAG,
acting as the lead agency under CEQA, and the Service, acting as the lead agency under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), have determined that an EIS/EIR should be prepared for the
BRCP. In accordance with NEPA, the Service is publishing a notice of intent (NOI) in the Federal
Register. The California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) is a Responsible Agency and a Trustee
Agency for purposes of CEQA. The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is a Cooperating
Agency for purposes of NEPA.

The BRCP Plan Area encompasses approximately 564,270 acres in the western lowlands and
foothills of Butte County, California (Figure 1). Covered species are those species addressed in the
BRCP for which conservation actions will be implemented and for which the Permit Applicants will
seek incidental take authorizations for a period of up to 50 years. Species proposed for coverage in
the BRCP are species that currently are federally- and/or state-listed as threatened or endangered,
or have the potential to become listed during the life of the BRCP, and have some likelihood to occur
in the BRCP area. The BRCP is expected to address 40 listed and nonlisted wildlife and plant species
(Table 1). In addition, the BRCP includes conservation strategies for species of local concern in the
Plan Area (Table 2). The permits are needed to authorize take of listed species that could occur as a
result of implementation activities covered under the BRCP (see Covered Activities below).
This notice also serves to notify the public of scoping meetings and the public comment period
regarding the scope of the EIS/EIR. Additional details regarding meeting locations and times and
the public comment period are provided in this notice.
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Butte Regional Conservation Plan
Background
In 2007, the BRCP Planning Agreement was entered into and by and among the Local Agencies,
BCAG, CDFG, the Service and NMFS. In 2010, Western Canal Water District, Biggs West Gridley
Water District, Butte Water District, Richvale Irrigation District and Caltrans became signatories to
the Planning Agreement. The Planning Agreement set out the initial scope of the program and
defined the roles and responsibilities of the parties in the development of the BRCP. The Planning
Agreement has helped guide the BRCP planning process and to define the initial scope of the effort.
BCAG served as the lead in coordination of the process and preparation of the BRCP.

The BRCP’s Conservation Strategy provides a regional approach for the long-term conservation of
covered species and natural communities within the BRCP Plan Area while allowing for compatible
future land use and development under county and city general plan updates and the regional
transportation plan. The BRCP identifies and addresses the covered activities (see below) carried
out by the Permit Applicants that may result in take of covered species within the BRCP Plan Area.

The proposed BRCP is consistent with and is intended to support compliance with other federal and
state wildlife and related laws and regulations, other local conservation planning efforts, and the city
and county general plans. The BRCP was developed in coordination with the development of city
and county general plans in the BRCP Plan Area with feedback loops between the BRCP and general
plan processes. These feedback loops identified opportunities and constraints and allowed for
improvements in the general plans regarding the avoidance and minimization of impacts on
biological resources and the development of open space and conservation elements that dovetail
with the BRCP.

Project Description

The BRCP is being prepared under the combined efforts of the BCAG and the Service, in coordination
with CDFG and NMFS. The proposed BRCP is designed to streamline and coordinate existing
processes for review and permitting of public and private activities that potentially affect protected
species. To meet this goal, the BRCP sets out a conservation strategy that includes measures to
ensure that impacts on covered species and habitats related to covered activities are avoided,
minimized, or mitigated, as appropriate. These covered activities encompass the range of existing
and future activities that are associated with much of the regional economy and the regional
transportation plans (see Covered Activities below). The BRCP is further intended to reinforce the
role of local government in overseeing local land use planning and decision-making.

BRCP Plan Area

The BRCP Plan area includes the western lowlands and foothills of Butte County bounded on the
west by county boundaries with Tehama, Glenn, and Colusa counties; bounded on the south by
boundaries with Sutter and Yuba counties; bounded on the north by the boundary with Tehama
County; and bounded on the east by the upper extent of landscape dominated by oak woodland
natural communities—approximately 564,270 acres (Figure 1). Specifically, the eastern oak
woodland boundary is defined by a line below which land cover types dominated by oak trees
comprise more than one half of the land cover present plus a small portion of the City of Chico that
extends above the oak zone. The BRCP Plan area was defined as the area in which covered activities
Notice of Preparation of an EIS/EIR and
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would occur, impacts would be evaluated, and a conservation strategy would be implemented. The
boundary of the BRCP area is based on political, ecological, and hydrologic factors.

Covered Species

The BRCP is expected to address 40 listed and non-listed wildlife and plant species. The list of
proposed covered species may change as the planning process progresses; species may be added or
removed as more is learned about the nature of covered activities and their impact in the BRCP area.
Table 1 lists the proposed covered species and their current listing status. Table 2 lists the species to
be conserved within the Plan Area.

Covered Activities

The purpose of the BRCP is to contribute to the conservation of covered species while streamlining
endangered species permitting for covered activities in the proposed BRCP area. The BCAG and the
Permit Applicants intend to request incidental take authorization for covered species that could be
affected by activities identified in the BRCP.
As described in the BRCP, the activities within the Plan Area for which incidental take permit
coverage is requested include construction and maintenance of facilities and infrastructure, both
public and private, which are consistent with local general plans, and local, state and federal laws.
The following is a summary of covered activities as proposed in the BRCP. Activities are grouped
geographically (within Urban Permit Areas, outside urban permit areas, and within the system of
conservation lands established in the BRCP) and are further grouped into activities that result in
permanent development, and activities involving maintenance of existing or new facilities that are
expected to occur over time during the permit duration. This list is not intended to be exhaustive;
rather, it provides an overview of the types of activities that would be expected to occur.
Activities Within Urban Permit Areas (UPAs)

UPAs are areas within the Plan Area within which the cities and County anticipate urban
development under their respective general plan updates.

1) Permanent Development: covered activities within UPAs as a result of new construction and
improvements to existing facilities are covered, including the following types of activities:
a) Residential, commercial, public facilities, and industrial construction.
b) Recreational activity-related construction.
c) Transportation facilities construction.

d) Pipeline installation.

e) Utility services (above and below ground).
f)

Waste and wastewater management activities.

g) Flood control and stormwater management activities.
h) In-water permanent development projects
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2) Recurring Maintenance: covered activities within UPAs include maintenance of existing and
new facilities resulting in temporary impacts, including the following types of activities:
a) Recreational activities.

b) Transportation facilities maintenance.
c) Pipeline maintenance.

d) Utility services.

e) Waste and wastewater facilities management activities.
f)

Flood control and stormwater management activities.

g) Vegetation management.

h) Bridge and drainage structure maintenance.
i)

j)

Irrigation and drainage canal activities (Western Canal Water District, Biggs West
Gridley Water District, Butte Water District, and Richvale Irrigation District).

In-water recurring maintenance activities

Activities Outside UPAs

These areas of the County are within the Plan Area and located outside of the UPAs. Covered
activities include linear utilities, transportation construction and maintenance projects, and
agricultural support services projects. Outside UPAs do not include areas that become part of BRCP
conservation lands.

1) Permanent Development: covered activities of outside UPAs includes new construction and
improvements to existing facilities, including the following types of activities:
a) Waste management and wastewater facilities.

b) Rerouting of canals (Western Canal Water District, Biggs West Gridley Water District,
Butte Water District, and Richvale Irrigation District).
c) Transportation Facilities Construction:

a) BCAG Regional Transportation Plan and Caltrans projects.
b) Butte County rural bridge replacement projects.

d) Butte County rural intersection improvement projects.
e) Butte County rural roadway improvement projects.

d) Agricultural services.

e) In-water permanent development activities.
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2) Recurring Maintenance covered activities of outside UPAs include maintenance of existing
and new facilities, including the following types of activities:
a) Waste and wastewater management activities.

b) Irrigation and drainage canal activities (Western Canal Water District, Biggs West
Gridley Water District, Butte Water District, and Richvale Irrigation District).

c) Transportation facilities maintenance.

d) Flood control and stormwater management activities.
e) Vegetation management.
f)

Bridge and drainage structure maintenance.

g) In-water recurring maintenance activities

Conservation Lands

These areas include the system of conservation lands established under the BRCP. It includes
conservation actions implemented by the BRCP on conservation lands, including the following types
of activities:
1) Habitat management.

2) Habitat restoration and enhancement.
3) Habitat and species monitoring.
4) Directed studies.

5) General maintenance of conservation lands and facilities.

6) Avoidance and minimization measures.

7) Species population enhancement measures.

8) Public education and access control facilities
9) In-water conservation actions

Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
The BCAG and the Service will prepare a joint document in compliance with CEQA and NEPA. The
BCAG will be responsible for the scope and content of the document for CEQA purposes, and the
Service will be responsible for the scope and content of the document for NEPA purposes. The
EIS/EIR will consider the proposed action (issuance of ESA permits) and a reasonable range of
alternatives. A detailed description of the proposed action and alternatives will be included in the
EIS/EIR. It is anticipated that several alternatives will be developed, which may include alternatives
that vary by the level of conservation, impacts caused by the proposed activities, permit area,
covered species, or a combination of these factors. The EIS/EIR is anticipated to address potentially
significant direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts and beneficial effects on the following
environmental issues: agricultural resources, air quality, biological resources, climate
change/greenhouse gas emissions, cultural resources, geology/soils/mineral resources,
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hazards/hazardous materials, water resources/hydrology/water quality, land use/planning, noise,
population/housing, public services, recreation/open space, socioeconomics, environmental justice,
traffic/transportation, utilities/service systems, and visual resources.

For potentially significant impacts, the EIS/EIR will identify mitigation measures where feasible to
reduce these impacts to a level below significance.

Public Involvement

Public Scoping Meetings
Two public scoping meetings have been scheduled to provide an overview of the BRCP and obtain
written and/or oral comments on the scope and content of the EIS/EIR. Meeting dates, times and
locations are as follows:
Oroville
Wednesday, January 9, 2013
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Oroville City Council Chambers
1735 Montgomery Street
Oroville, CA 95965

Chico
Wednesday, January 9, 2013
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
BCAG Conference Room
2580 Sierra Sunrise Terrace, Suite 100
Chico CA 95928

Persons needing reasonable accommodations in order to attend and participate in one of the public
meetings should contact Chris Devine at (530) 879-2468 as soon as possible. In order to allow
sufficient time to process requests, please call no later than 1 week before the public meeting.

Submitting Comments

Please send written comments on or before January 30, 2013. Written comments regarding the
scope of the EIS/EIR are invited from interested parties to ensure that the full range of
environmental issues related to the proposed action is identified and evaluated. All comments
received, including names and addresses of commenters, will become part of the official
administrative record and will be made available to the public. Information, written comments, or
questions related to the preparation of the EIS/EIR should be received on or before January 30,
2013. Written comments should be directed to:

Chris Devine, Planning Manager
Butte County Association of Governments
2580 Sierra Sunrise Terrace, Suite 100
Chico, CA 95928
Fax: (530) 879-2444
Email: cdevine@bcag.org

Additional Information

For additional information regarding the Butte Regional Conservation Plan, please visit the
following website: www.buttehcp.com.
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Table 1. Covered Species under the Butte Regional Conservation Plan (BRCP) and Their Listing Status
Common Name
Birds
1
Tricolored blackbird
2
Yellow-breasted chat
3
Bank swallow
4
Western burrowing owl
5
Western yellow-billed cuckoo
6
Greater sandhill crane
7
California black rail
8
American peregrine falcon
9
Swainson’s hawk
10 White-tailed kite
11 Bald eagle
Reptiles
12 Giant garter snake
13 Blainville’s horned lizardb
14 Western pond turtle
Amphibians
15 Foothill yellow-legged frog
16 Western spadefoot toad
Fish
17 Central Valley steelhead
18 Central Valley spring-run

Scientific Name

20
21
22 River lamprey
Invertebrates
23 Valley elderberry longhorn

Pogonichthys macrolepidotus
Acipenser medirostris
Lampetra ayresii

19

Chinook salmon
Central Valley fall/late fall-run
Chinook salmon
Sacramento splittail
Green sturgeon
beetlec
Vernal pool tadpole shrimp
Conservancy fairy shrimp
Vernal pool fairy shrimp

24
25
26
Plants
27 Ferris’ milkvetch
28 Lesser saltscale
29 Hoover’s spurge
30 Ahart’s dwarf rush
31 Red Bluff dwarf rush
32 Butte County meadowfoam
33 Veiny Monardella
34 Hairy Orcutt grass
35 Slender Orcutt grass
36 Ahart’s paronychia
37 California beaked-rush
38 Butte County checkerbloom

Agelaius tricolor
Icteria virens
Riparia riparia
Athene cunicularia hypugea
Coccyzus americanus occidentalis
Grus canadensis tabida
Laterallus jamaicensis coturniculus
Falco peregrinus anatum
Buteo swainsoni
Elanus leucurus
Haliaeetus leucocephalus
Thamnophis gigas
Phrynosoma blainvillii
Actinemys marmorata
Rana boylii
Spea hammondii
Oncorhynchus mykiss
Oncorhynchus tshawytscha
Oncorhynchus tshawytscha

Desmocerus californicus dimorphus
Lepidurus packardi
Branchinecta conservatio
Branchinecta lynchi
Astragalus tener var. ferrisiae
Atriplex minuscula
Chamaesyce hooveri
Juncus leiospermus var. ahartii
Juncus leiospermus var. leiospermus
Limnanthes floccosa ssp. californica
Monardella douglasii ssp. venosa
Orcuttia pilosa
Orcuttia tenuis
Paronychia ahartii
Rhynchospora californica
Sidalcea robusta

Statusa
Federal/State/CNPS
-/SSC/-/SSC/-/T/-/SSC/C/E/-/T,FP/-/T,FP/D/D,FP/-/T/-/FP/D/E,FP/T/T/-/SSC/-/SSC/-/SSC/-/SSC/T/-/T/T/-

-/SSC/-

-/SSC/T/SSC/-/SSC/T/-/E/-/E/-/T/-/-

-/-/1B
-/-/1B
T/-/1B
-/-/1B
-/-/1B
E/E/1B
-/-/1B
E/E/1B
T/E/1B
-/-/1B
-/-/1B
-/-/1B

Table 1. Continued
Common Name
Scientific Name
39 Butte County golden clover
Trifolium jokerstii
40 Greene’s tuctoria
Tuctoria greenei
a Status:
Federal
State
E = listed as endangered under ESA
E
=
T = listed as threatened under ESA
T
=
C = candidate for listing under ESA
D
=
D = delisted under ESA
R
=
California Native Plant Society (CNPS)
SSC =
1B = rare or endangered in California and elsewhere
FP =
b
c

Page 2 of 2
Statusa
Federal/State/CNPS
-/-/1B
E/R/1B
listed as endangered under CESA
listed as threatened under CESA
delisted under CESA
Listed as rare under the California
Native Plant Protection Act
California species of special concern
fully protected under the California
Fish and Game Code.

Formerly California horned lizard (Phrynosoma coronatum frontale)
Valley elderberry longhorn beetle was proposed for de-listing by USFWS in October 2006. If it is removed
from federal protection status, it may no longer meet the criteria for coverage under the BRCP.

Table 2. Species of Local Concern Proposed for Conservation Under the BRCP
Common Name
Birds
1
Yellow warbler
2
California thrasher
3
Purple martin
4
California horned lark
5
Yellow-billed magpie
6
Loggerhead shrike
7
Willow flycatcher
8
Short-eared owl
9
Long-eared owl
10 Greater roadrunner
11 Golden eagle
12 Northern harrier
13 Merlin
14 Prairie falcon
Fish
15 Tule perch
16 Hitch
17 Hardhead
a Status:
Federal
E = listed as endangered under ESA
T = listed as threatened under ESA
C = candidate for listing under ESA
D = delisted under ESA

Scientific Name

Statusa
Federal/State/CNPS

Dendroica petechia sonorana
Toxostoma redivivum
Progne subis
Eremophila alpestris actia
Pica nuttalli
Lanius ludovicianus
Empidonax traillii
Asio flammeus
Asio otus
Geococcyx californianus
Aquila chrysaetos
Circus cyaneus
Falco columbarius
Falco mexicanus

-/SSC/-

Hysterocarpus traski
Lavinia exilicauda
Mylopharodon conocephalus

-/-/-/-/-/SSC/-

State
E
=
T
=
SSC =
FP =

-/-/-/SSC/-/-/-/-/-/SSC/-/E/-/SSC/-/SSC/-/-/-/FP/-/SSC/-/-/-/-/-

listed as endangered under CESA
listed as threatened under CESA
California species of special concern
fully protected under the California
Fish and Game Code.
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(2) FWS Form 3–2327 (Designated
Hunter Permit Application, Permit, and
Report).
(3) FWS Form 3–2328 (Federal
Subsistence Fishing Application,
Permit, and Report).
(4) FWS Form 3–2378 (Designated
Fishing Permit Application, Permit, and
Report).
(5) FWS Form 3–2379 (Federal
Subsistence Customary Trade
Recordkeeping Form).
We use the information collected to
evaluate:
• Eligibility of applicant.
• Subsistence harvest success.
• Effectiveness of season lengths,
harvest quotas, and harvest restrictions.
• Hunting patterns and practices.
• Hunter use.
The Federal Subsistence Board uses
the harvest data, along with other
information, to set future season dates
and bag limits for Federal subsistence
resource users. These seasons and bag
limits are set to meet the needs of
subsistence hunters without adversely
impacting the health of existing animal
populations.
Also included in this ICR are three
forms associated with recruitment and
selection of members for regional
advisory councils.
(1) FWS Form 2321 (Federal
Subsistence Regional Advisory Council
Membership Application/Nomination).
(2) FWS Form 2322 (Regional
Advisory Council Candidate Interview).
(3) FWS Form 2323 (Regional
Advisory Council Reference/Key
Contact Interview).
The member selection process begins
with the information that we collect on
the application. Ten interagency review
panels interview all applicants and
nominees, their references, and regional
key contacts. These contacts are all
based on the information that the
applicant provides on the application
form. The information that we collect
through the application form and
subsequent interviews is the basis of the
Federal Subsistence Board’s
recommendations to the Secretaries of
the Interior and Agriculture for
appointment and reappointment of
council members.
In addition to the above forms, our
regulations at 50 CFR 100 and 36 CFR
242 contain requirements for the
collection of information. We collect
nonform information on:
(1) Repeal of Federal subsistence rules
and regulations (50 CFR 100.14 and 36
CFR 242.14).
(2) Proposed changes to Federal
subsistence regulations (50 CFR 100.18
and 36 CFR 242.18).
(3) Special action requests (50 CFR
100.19 and 36 CFR 242.19).
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(4) Requests for reconsideration (50
CFR 100.20 and 36 CFR 242.20).
(5) Requests for permits and reports,
such as traditional religious/cultural/
educational permits, fishwheel permits,
fyke net permits, and under-ice permits
(50 CFR 100.25–27 and 36 CFR 242.25–
27).
Comments: On July 9, 2012, we
published in the Federal Register (77
FR 40372) a notice of our intent to
request that OMB renew approval for
this information collection. In that
notice, we solicited comments for 60
days, ending on September 7, 2012. We
did not receive any comments in
response to that notice.
We again invite comments concerning
this information collection on:
• Whether or not the collection of
information is necessary, including
whether or not the information will
have practical utility;
• The accuracy of our estimate of the
burden for this collection of
information;
• Ways to enhance the quality, utility,
and clarity of the information to be
collected; and
• Ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on
respondents.
Comments that you submit in
response to this notice are a matter of
public record. Before including your
address, phone number, email address,
or other personal identifying
information in your comment, you
should be aware that your entire
comment, including your personal
identifying information, may be made
publicly available at any time. While
you can ask OMB in your comment to
withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that it will be done.
Dated: December 6, 2012.
Tina A. Campbell,
Chief, Division of Policy and Directives
Management, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
[FR Doc. 2012–30175 Filed 12–13–12; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310–55–P

Notice of intent; notice of public
scoping meeting; request for comments.

ACTION:

We, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (Service), intend to
prepare a draft environmental impact
statement (EIS) under the National
Environmental Policy Act for the
proposed Habitat Conservation Plan/
Natural Community Conservation Plan
for Western Butte County, hereafter
referred to as the Butte Regional
Conservation Plan (BRCP). This
document is being prepared under the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended, and the California Natural
Community Conservation Planning Act.
The BRCP addresses State and Federal
endangered species compliance
requirements for the county of Butte and
the cities of Oroville, Chico, Biggs, and
Gridley (local agencies); the Butte
County Association of Governments
(BCAG); the California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans); the Western
Canal Water District; the Biggs West
Gridley Water District, Butte Water
District; and Richvale Irrigation District;
and the BRCP implementing entity that
will be established to implement the
BRCP (permit applicants) for activities
and projects in the BRCP plan area that
they conduct or approve. The permit
applicants intend to apply for a 50-year
incidental take permit from the Service.
This permit is needed to authorize the
incidental take of threatened and
endangered species that could result
from activities covered under the BCRP.
We announce meetings and invite
comments.

SUMMARY:

To ensure consideration, please
send your written comments by January
28, 2013. Two public scoping meetings
will be held on January 9th, 2013, the
first from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Oroville City
Council Chambers, located at 1735
Montgomery Street Oroville, CA 95965;
and the second from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
at the Butte County Association of
Governments, at 2580 Sierra Sunrise
Terrace Suite 100, Chico, CA 95928.

DATES:

To request further
information or submit written
comments, please use one of the
following methods, and note that your
information request or comment is in
reference to the Butte Regional
Conservation Plan (BRCP):
• U.S. Mail: U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Sacramento Fish and Wildlife
Office, 2800 Cottage Way, Room W–
2605, Sacramento, CA 95825.
• In-Person Drop-Off, Viewing, or
Pickup: Call 916–414–6600 to make an
appointment during regular business
hours to drop off comments or view

ADDRESSES:

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service
[FWS–R8–ES–2012–N226; FF08ESMF00–
FXES11120800000–134]

Proposed Habitat Conservation Plan/
Natural Community Conservation Plan
for Western Butte County, CA:
Environmental Impact Statement
AGENCY:

Fish and Wildlife Service,

Interior.
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Project Summary

the Service, and NMFS. In 2010,
Western Canal Water District, Biggs
West Gridley Water District, Butte Water
District, Richvale Irrigation District and
Caltrans became additional signatories
to the planning agreement. The
planning agreement set out the initial
scope of the program and defined the
roles and responsibilities of the parties
in the development of the BRCP. The
planning agreement has helped guide
the BRCP planning process and to
define the initial scope of the effort.
BCAG served as the lead in coordination
of the process and preparation of the
BRCP.
The BRCP’s conservation strategy
proposes to provide a regional approach
for the long-term conservation of
covered species (see Covered Species,
below) and natural communities within
the BRCP plan area while allowing for
compatible future land use and
development under county and city
general plan updates and the regional
transportation plans. The BRCP
identifies and addresses the covered
activities carried out by the permittees
that may result in take of covered
species within the BRCP plan area.
The proposed BRCP is intended to be
consistent with and support compliance
with other Federal and State wildlife
and related laws and regulations, other
local conservation planning efforts, and
the city and county general plans. The
BRCP was developed in coordination
with the development of city and
county general plans in the BRCP plan
area, with feedback loops between the
BRCP and general plan processes. These
feedback loops identified opportunities
and constraints and allowed for
improvements in the general plans
regarding the avoidance and
minimization of impacts on biological
resources and the development of open
space and conservation elements that
dovetail with the BRCP.
The proposed BRCP is designed to
streamline and coordinate existing
processes for review and permitting of
public and private activities that
potentially affect protected species. To
meet this goal, the BRCP will propose a
conservation strategy that includes
measures to ensure that impacts on
covered species and habitats related to
covered activities are avoided,
minimized, or mitigated, as appropriate.
Covered activities encompass the range
of existing and future activities that are
associated with much of the regional
economy (see Covered Activities,
below).

In 2007, the BRCP planning
agreement was entered into and by and
among the local agencies, BCAG, CDFG,

Background
Section 9 of the Act (16 U.S.C. 1531
et seq.) and Federal regulations prohibit

received comments at the above U.S.
mail address.
• Fax: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
916–414–6713, Attn.: Mike Thomas.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mike Thomas, Chief, Conservation
Planning Division, Sacramento Fish and
Wildlife Office, or Eric Tattersall,
Deputy Assistant Field Supervisor, by
phone at 916–414–6600 or by U.S. mail
at the above address. If you use a
telecommunications device for the deaf,
please call the Federal Information
Relay Service at 800–877–8339.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: We, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service),
publish this notice under the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as
amended (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.;
NEPA), and its implementing
regulations in the Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) at 40 CFR 1506.6, as
well as in compliance with section 10(c)
of the Endangered Species Act (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.; Act). We intend to
prepare a draft EIS to evaluate the
impacts of several alternatives related to
the potential issuance of an Incidental
Take Permit to the applicants, as well as
impacts of the implementation of the
supporting proposed Butte Regional
Conservation Plan. The EIS will be a
joint EIS/Environmental Impact Report
(EIR), for which the Service, BCAG, the
National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS), and the California Department
of Fish and Game (CDFG), intend to
gather information necessary for
preparation.
The BRCP is a comprehensive,
regional plan designed to provide longterm conservation and management of
natural communities, sensitive species,
and the habitats upon which those
species depend, while accommodating
other important uses of the land. It will
serve as a habitat conservation plan
pursuant to the federal Endangered
Species Act (Act), and a natural
community conservation plan (NCCP)
under the California Natural
Community Conservation Planning Act
(NCCPA).
The Service will serve as the
administrative lead for all actions
related to this Federal Register notice
for the EIS component of the EIS/EIR.
The BCAG will serve as the State lead
agency under the California
Environmental Quality Act for the EIR
component. BCAG, in accordance with
the California Environmental Quality
Act, is publishing a similar notice.
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the ‘‘take’’ of wildlife species listed as
endangered or threatened. The Act
defines the term ‘‘take’’ as: to harass,
harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill,
trap, capture, or collect listed species, or
to attempt to engage in such conduct (16
U.S.C. 1532). Harm includes significant
habitat modification or degradation that
actually kills or injures listed wildlife
by significantly impairing essential
behavioral patterns, including breeding,
feeding, and sheltering [50 CFR 17.3(c)].
Pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the
Act, we may issue permits to authorize
‘‘incidental take’’ of listed species.
‘‘Incidental take’’ is defined by the Act
as take that is incidental to, and not the
purpose of, carrying out an otherwise
lawful activity. Service regulations
governing permits for threatened species
and endangered species, respectively,
are promulgated in 50 CFR 17.22 and
17.32.
Section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Act contains
provisions for issuing such incidental
take permits to non-Federal entities for
the take of endangered and threatened
species, provided the following criteria
are met:
• The taking will be incidental;
• The applicants will, to the
maximum extent practicable, minimize
and mitigate the impact of such taking;
• The applicants will develop a
proposed HCP and ensure that adequate
funding for the plan will be provided;
• The taking will not appreciably
reduce the likelihood of the survival
and recovery of the species in the wild;
and
• The applicants will carry out any
other measures that the Service may
require as being necessary or
appropriate for the purposes of the HCP.
Thus, the purpose of issuing an ITP is
to allow the applicants, under their
respective regional authority, to
authorize development while
conserving the covered species and their
habitats. Implementation of a
multispecies HCP, rather than a speciesby-species or project-by-project
approach, can maximize the benefits of
conservation measures for covered
species and eliminate expensive and
time-consuming efforts associated with
processing individual ITPs for each
project within the applicants’ proposed
Plan Area. The Service expects that the
applicants will request ITP coverage for
a period of 50 years.
Plan Area
The boundary of the BRCP plan area
(or permit area) is based on political,
ecological, and hydrologic factors. The
BRCP plan area includes approximately
564,270 acres, including the western
lowlands and foothills of Butte County.
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The BRCP plan area is bounded on the
west by county boundaries with
Tehama, Glenn, and Colusa Counties;
bounded on the south by boundaries
with Sutter and Yuba Counties;
bounded on the north by the boundary
with Tehama County; and bounded on
the east by the upper extent of
landscape dominated by oak woodland
natural communities. Specifically, the
eastern oak woodland boundary is
defined by a line below which landcover types dominated by oak trees
comprise more than one half of the land
cover present, plus a small portion of
the City of Chico that extends above the
oak zone.
Covered Activities
The proposed section 10 incidental
take permit may allow take of covered
wildlife species resulting from covered
activities on non-Federal land in the
proposed BRCP plan area. BCAG and
local partners intend to request
incidental take authorization for
covered species that could be affected
by activities identified in the BRCP. The
activities within the BRCP plan area for
which incidental take permit coverage is
requested include construction and
maintenance of facilities and
infrastructure, both public and private,
that are consistent with local general
plans and local, State and Federal laws.
The following is a summary of covered
activities as proposed in the BRCP.
Activities are grouped geographically
(within Urban Permit Areas, outside
urban permit areas, and within the
system of conservation lands
established in the BRCP), and are
further grouped into activities that
result in permanent development, and
activities involving maintenance of
existing or new facilities that are
expected to occur over time during the
permit duration. This following list is
not intended to be exhaustive; rather, it
provides an overview of the types of
activities that would be expected to
occur.
1. Activities within Urban Permit
Areas (UPAs) are areas within the BRCP
plan area for which the cities and
County anticipate urban development
under their respective general plan
updates.
a. Permanent Development: Covered
activities within UPAs as a result of new
construction and improvements to
existing facilities are covered, including
the following types of activities:
residential, commercial, public
facilities, and industrial construction;
recreational activity–related
construction; transportation facilities
construction; pipeline installation;
utility services (above and below
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ground); waste and wastewater
management activities; flood control
and stormwater management activities;
and in-water permanent development
projects.
b. Recurring Maintenance: Covered
activities within UPAs include
maintenance of existing and new
facilities that results in temporary
impacts, including the following types
of activities: recreational activities;
transportation facilities maintenance;
pipeline maintenance; utility services;
waste and wastewater facilities
management activities; flood control
and stormwater management activities;
vegetation management; bridge and
drainage structure maintenance; inwater recurring maintenance activities;
and irrigation and drainage canal
activities (Western Canal Water District,
Biggs West Gridley Water District, Butte
Water District, and Richvale Irrigation
District).
2. Activities outside UPAs are areas of
the county within the BRCP plan area
and located outside of the UPAs.
Covered activities include linear
utilities, transportation construction and
maintenance projects, and agricultural
support services projects. Outside UPAs
do not include areas that become part of
BRCP conservation lands.
a. Permanent Development: Covered
activities of outside UPAs include new
construction and improvements to
existing facilities, including the
following types of activities: waste
management and wastewater facilities;
rerouting of canals (Western Canal
Water District, Biggs West Gridley Water
District, Butte Water District, and
Richvale Irrigation District);
transportation facilities construction;
BCAG Regional Transportation Plan and
Caltrans projects; county rural bridge
replacement projects; Butte County rural
intersection improvement projects;
Butte County rural roadway
improvement projects; in-water
permanent development projects; and
agricultural services.
b. Recurring Maintenance: Covered
activities of outside UPAs include
maintenance of existing and new
facilities, including the following types
of activities: waste and wastewater
management activities; irrigation and
drainage canal activities (Western Canal
Water District, Biggs West Gridley Water
District, Butte Water District, and
Richvale Irrigation District);
transportation facilities maintenance;
flood control and stormwater
management activities; vegetation
management; in-water maintenance
activities; and bridge and drainage
structure maintenance.
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3. Conservation Lands include the
system of conservation lands
established under the BRCP.
Conservation actions will be
implemented by the BRCP on
conservation lands, including the
following types of activities: habitat
management; habitat restoration and
enhancement; habitat and species
monitoring; directed studies; general
maintenance of conservation lands and
facilities; avoidance and minimization
measures; and species population
enhancement measures.
Covered Species
Covered Species are those species
addressed in the proposed BRCP for
which conservation actions will be
implemented and for which the permit
applicants will seek incidental take
authorizations for a period of up to 50
years. Proposed covered species are
expected to include threatened and
endangered species listed under the Act,
species listed under the California
Endangered Species Act, and currently
unlisted species. Species proposed for
coverage in the BRCP are species that
are currently listed as federally
threatened or endangered or have the
potential to become listed during the
life of this BRCP and have some
likelihood to occur within the BRCP
plan area. The BRCP is currently
expected to address 41 listed and nonlisted wildlife and plant species. The
list of proposed covered species may
change as the planning process
progresses; species may be added or
removed as more is learned about the
nature of covered activities and their
impact within the BRCP plan area.
The following federally listed
threatened and endangered wildlife
species are proposed to be covered by
the BRCP: The threatened Central Valley
steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss),
endangered Sacramento River winterrun Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus
tshawytscha), threatened Central Valley
spring-run Chinook salmon
(Oncorhynchus tshawytscha),
threatened green sturgeon (Acipenser
medirostris), threatened Valley
elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus
californicus dimorphus), endangered
vernal pool tadpole shrimp (Lepidurus
packardi), endangered conservancy
fairy shrimp (Branchinecta conservatio),
threatened vernal pool fairy shrimp
(Branchinecta lynchi), and threatened
giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas).
The following unlisted wildlife
species are proposed to be covered by
the BRCP: tricolored blackbird (Agelaius
tricolor), yellow-breasted chat (Icteria
virens), bank swallow (Riparia riparia),
Western burrowing owl (Athene
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cunicularia hypugea), western yellowbilled cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus
occidentalis), greater sandhill crane
(Grus canadensis tabida), California
black rail (Laterallus jamaicensis
coturniculus), American peregrine
falcon (Falco peregrinus anatum),
Swainson’s hawk (Buteo swainsoni),
white-tailed kite (Elanus leucurus), bald
eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus),
Blainville’s horned lizard (Phrynosoma
blainvillii), Western pond turtle
(Actinemys marmorata), foothill yellowlegged frog (Rana boylii), Western
spadefoot toad (Spea hammondii),
Central Valley fall/late fall-run Chinook
salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha),
Sacramento splittail (Pogonichthys
macrolepidotus), and river lamprey
(Lampetra ayresii).
Take of listed plant species is not
prohibited on non-Federal land under
the Act, and cannot be authorized under
a section 10 permit. However, the
permit applicants propose to include
plant species on the permit in
recognition of the conservation benefits
provided for them under an HCP. For
the purposes of the plan, certain plant
species are further included to meet
regulatory obligations under section 7 of
the Act and the California Endangered
Species Act. The Applicant would
receive assurances under the Service’s
‘‘No Surprises’’ regulations found in 50
CFR 17.22(b)(5) and 17.32(b)(5) for all
species on the incidental take permit.
The following federally listed plant
species are proposed to be included in
the BRCP in recognition of the
conservation benefits provided for them
under the BRCP and the assurances
permit holders would receive if they are
included on a permit: the threatened
Hoover’s spurge (Chamaesyce hooveri),
endangered Butte County meadowfoam
(Limnanthes floccosa ssp. californica),
endangered hairy Orcutt grass (Orcuttia
pilosa), threatened slender Orcutt grass
(Orcuttia tenuis), and endangered
Greene’s tuctoria (Tuctoria greenei). The
following unlisted plant species are also
proposed to be included in the BRCP:
Ferris’ milkvetch (Astragalus tener var.
ferrisiae), lesser saltscale (Atriplex
minuscule), Ahart’s dwarf rush (Juncus
leiospermus var. ahartii), Red Bluff
dwarf rush (Juncus leiospermus var.
leiospermus), veiny monardella
(Monardella douglasii ssp. venosa),
Ahart’s paronychia (Paronychia ahartii),
California beaked-rush (Rhynchospora
californica) Butte County checkerbloom
(Sidalcea robusta), and Butte County
golden clover (Trifolium jokerstii).
Environmental Impact Statement
Before deciding whether to issue the
requested Federal incidental take
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permit, the Service will prepare a draft
EIS, in order to analyze the
environmental impacts associated with
issuance of the incidental take permit.
In the EIS, the Service will consider the
following alternatives: (1) The proposed
action, which includes the issuance of
take authorizations consistent with the
proposed BRCP under section
10(a)(1)(B) of the Act; (2) no action (no
permit issuance); and (3) a reasonable
range of additional alternatives. The
EIS/EIR will include a detailed analysis
of the impacts of the proposed action
and alternatives. The range of
alternatives could include variations in
impacts, conservation, permit duration,
covered species, covered activities,
permit area, or a combination of these
elements.
The EIS/EIR will identify and analyze
potentially significant direct, indirect,
and cumulative impacts of our
authorization of incidental take (permit
issuance) and the implementation of the
proposed BRCP on biological resources,
land uses, utilities, air quality, water
resources, cultural resources,
socioeconomics and environmental
justice, recreation, aesthetics, climate
change and greenhouse gases, and other
environmental issues that could occur
with implementation of each
alternative. The Service will use all
practicable means, consistent with
NEPA and other relevant considerations
of national policy, to avoid or minimize
significant effects of our actions on the
quality of the human environment.
Following completion of the
environmental review, the Service will
publish a notice of availability and a
request for comment on the draft EIS/
EIR and the applicants’ permit
application, which will include the
proposed HCP.
Public Comments
We request data, comments, new
information, or suggestions from the
public, other concerned governmental
agencies, the scientific community,
Tribes, industry, or any other interested
party on this notice. We will consider
these comments in developing a draft
EIS/EIR and in the development of an
HCP and ITP. We particularly seek
comments on the following:
1. Biological information concerning
the species;
2. Relevant data concerning the
species;
3. Additional information concerning
the range, distribution, population size,
and population trends of the species;
4. Current or planned activities in the
subject area and their possible impacts
on the species;
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5. The presence of archeological sites,
buildings and structures, historic
events, sacred and traditional areas, and
other historic preservation concerns,
which are required to be considered in
project planning by the National
Historic Preservation Act; and
6. Identification of any other
environmental issues that should be
considered with regard to the proposed
development and permit action.
You may submit your comments and
materials by one of the methods listed
in the ADDRESSES section.
Comments and materials we receive,
as well as supporting documentation we
use in preparing the EIS/EIR document,
will be available for public inspection
by appointment, during normal business
hours (Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.) at the Service’s Sacramento
address (see ADDRESSES).
Scoping Meetings
See DATES for the dates and times of
our public meetings. The purpose of
scoping meetings is to provide the
public with a general understanding of
the background of the proposed HCP
and activities it would cover, alternative
proposals under consideration for the
draft EIS, and the Service’s role and
steps to be taken to develop the draft
EIS for the proposed HCP.
The primary purpose of these
meetings and public comment period is
to solicit suggestions and information
on the scope of issues and alternatives
for the Service to consider when
drafting the EIS. Written comments will
be accepted at the meetings. Comments
can also be submitted by methods listed
in the ADDRESSES section. Once the draft
EIS and proposed HCP are complete and
made available for review, there will be
additional opportunity for public
comment on the content of these
documents through additional public
comment periods.
Meeting Location Accommodations
Persons needing reasonable
accommodations in order to attend and
participate in the public meetings
should contact Mike Thomas at 916–
414–6600 as soon as possible. In order
to allow sufficient time to process
requests, please call no later than one
week before the public meeting.
Information regarding this proposed
action is available in alternative formats
upon request.
Authority
We provide this notice under section
10 of the Act (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.)
and per NEPA Regulations (40 CFR
1501.7, 40 CFR 1506.6, and 1508.22).
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Dated: December 10, 2012
Alexandra Pitts,
Deputy Regional Director, Pacific Southwest
Region, Sacramento, California.
[FR Doc. 2012–30182 Filed 12–13–12; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310–55–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service
[FWS–R8–ES–2012–N204; FF08E00000–
FXES11120800000F2–123–F2]

Proposed Low-Effect Habitat
Conservation Plan for the State-Route
99/Cartmill Avenue Interchange
Improvements Project, City of Tulare,
Tulare County, CA
AGENCY:

Fish and Wildlife Service,

Interior.
Notice of availability; request
for comment.

ACTION:

We, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (Service), have received
an application from the City of Tulare,
Tulare County, California (applicant),
for a 5-year incidental take permit for
two species under the Endangered
Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act).
The application addresses the potential
for ‘‘take’’ of two listed animals, the
vernal pool fairy shrimp and the San
Joaquin kit fox. The applicant would
implement a conservation strategy
program to avoid, minimize, and
mitigate effects of the project’s covered
activities, as described in the applicant’s
low-effect habitat conservation plan
(HCP). We request comments on the
applicant’s application and plan, and
our preliminary determination that the
plan qualifies as a ‘‘low-effect’’ habitat
conservation plan, eligible for a
categorical exclusion under the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as
amended (NEPA). We discuss our basis
for this determination in our
environmental action statement (EAS),
also available for public review.
DATES: We must receive written
comments on or before January 14,
2013.
SUMMARY:

To request further
information or submit written
comments, please use one of the
following methods, and note that your
information request or comment is in
reference to the Low-Effect Habitat
Conservation Plan for the State Route
99/Cartmill Avenue Interchange
Improvements Project, City of Tulare,
Tulare County, California:
• U.S. Mail: Nina Bicknese,
Conservation Planning Division, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, Sacramento

mstockstill on DSK4VPTVN1PROD with

ADDRESSES:

VerDate Mar<15>2010

16:41 Dec 13, 2012

Jkt 229001

Fish and Wildlife Office, 2800 Cottage
Way, W–2605, Sacramento, CA 95825.
• In-Person Drop-off, Viewing, or
Pickup: Call (916) 414–6600 to make an
appointment during regular business
hours to drop off comments or view
received comments at the address
shown above.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mike Thomas, Chief, Conservation
Planning Division, or Eric Tattersall,
Deputy Assistant Field Supervisor, at
the address shown above or at (916)
414–6600 (telephone). If you use a
telecommunications device for the deaf,
please call the Federal Information
Relay Service at (800) 877–8339.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Availability of Documents
You may obtain copies of the permit
application, HCP, and EAS from the
individuals in FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT. Copies of these documents are
also available for public inspection, by
appointment, during regular business
hours, at the Sacramento Fish and
Wildlife Office (see ADDRESSES).
Public Availability of Comments
Before including your address, phone
number, or other personal identifying
information in your comment, you
should be aware that your entire
comment—including your personal
identifying information—might be made
publicly available at any time. While
you can ask us in your comment to
withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.
Background Information
Section 9 of the Act prohibits taking
of fish and wildlife species listed as
endangered or threatened under section
4 of the Act. Under the Act, the term
‘‘take’’ means to harass, harm, pursue,
hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture,
or collect, or to attempt to engage in any
such conduct. The term ‘‘harm’’ is
defined in the regulations as significant
habitat modification or degradation that
results in death or injury of listed
species by significantly impairing
essential behavioral patterns, including
breeding, feeding, or sheltering (50 CFR
17.3). The term ‘‘harass’’ is defined in
the regulations as to carry out actions
that create the likelihood of injury to
listed species to such an extent as to
significantly disrupt normal behavioral
patterns, which include, but are not
limited to, breeding, feeding, or
sheltering (50 CFR 17.3).
However, under specified
circumstances, the Service may issue
permits that allow the take of federally

PO 00000

Frm 00051

Fmt 4703

Sfmt 4703

listed species, provided that the take
that occurs is incidental to, but not the
purpose of, an otherwise lawful activity.
Regulations governing permits for
endangered and threatened species are
at 50 CFR 17.22 and 17.32, respectively.
Section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Act contains
provisions for issuing such incidental
take permits to non-Federal entities for
the take of endangered and threatened
species, provided the following criteria
are met:
1. The taking will be incidental;
2. The applicants will, to the
maximum extent practicable, minimize
and mitigate the impact of such taking;
3. The applicants will develop a
proposed HCP and ensure that adequate
funding for the HCP will be provided;
4. The taking will not appreciably
reduce the likelihood of the survival
and recovery of the species in the wild;
and
5. The applicants will carry out any
other measures that the Service may
require as being necessary or
appropriate for the purposes of the HCP.
The applicant seeks an incidental take
permit for proposed covered activities
within a 219-acre permit area
surrounding the intersection of State
Route 99 and Cartmill Avenue within
the City of Tulare, Tulare County,
California. The HCP does not include
any unlisted animal species or unlisted
plant species. The following two
federally listed species will be included
as covered species in the applicant’s
proposed HCP:
• San Joaquin kit fox (Vulpes macrotis
mutica) (endangered)
• Vernal pool fairy shrimp
(Branchinecta lynchi) (threatened)
For these covered species, the
applicants would seek incidental take
authorization. All species included in
the incidental take permit would receive
assurances under our ‘‘No Surprises’’
regulations (50 CFR 17.22(b)(5) and
17.32(b)(5)).
Activities proposed for coverage
under the proposed incidental take
permit (covered-activities) would be
otherwise lawful activities that could
occur consistent with the HCP, to
include, but not be limited to:
• Widen and improve sections of
existing roadway.
• Remove the existing Cartmill
Avenue overpass, remove associated
roadways and associated highway
ramps, and dispose of those materials.
• Store equipment and supplies in a
designated staging area.
• Construct a new Cartmill Avenue
overpass, including a temporary
structure (falsework). Construct new
roadways and new highway ramps
associated with the new overpass.
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Subject:

BRCP Newsletter & Public Workshops

From: Chris Devine
Sent: Monday, January 07, 2013 4:13 PM
Subject: BRCP Newsletter & Public Workshops

Winter 2013 BRCP Newsletter
Attached please find the Winter 2013 BRCP Newsletter. The newsletter is also available via the BRCP homepage at
www.buttehcp.com. If you are on our mailing list, you will also receive a copy in the mail. If you would like to be added
to our mailing list and receive a copy, just send an email containing your mailing address and we’ll get one out to you.
Reminder ‐ Upcoming BRCP Public Workshops
Public Workshops are scheduled for next week (see below for details) to review the major components of the
Preliminary Public Draft Butte Regional Conservation Plan and solicit input. The project team will provide a PowerPoint
presentation overviewing the major components of the draft plan, along with several informational stations providing
additional information on BRCP specifics.
The public workshop dates/locations are:
Tuesday, January 15, 2013
2:00‐4:00pm
Southside Community Center
2959 Wyandotte Avenue
Oroville, CA
Tuesday, January 15, 2013
6:00‐8:00pm
Gridley City Council Chambers
685 Kentucky St
Gridley, CA
Wednesday, January 16, 2013
6:00pm‐8:00pm
Chico Masonic Family Center
1110 W East Ave
Chico, CA
Reminder ‐ Upcoming BRCP EIS/EIR Public Scoping Meetings
The BRCP EIS/EIR Public Scoping meetings are scheduled for this Wednesday, January 9th (see below for details). The
purpose of these meetings is to solicit input related to the proposed scope and content of the BRCP EIS/EIR, as identified
in the Notice of Intent (NOI) and Notice of Preparation (NOP) documents (see the BRCP website for more information
http://www.buttehcp.com/EISR/index.html). The project team will provide a PowerPoint presentation along with
numerous informational displays.
Oroville
Wednesday, January 9, 2013
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Oroville City Council Chambers
1735 Montgomery Street
Oroville, CA 95965
1

Chico
Wednesday, January 9, 2013
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
BCAG Conference Room
2580 Sierra Sunrise Terrace, Suite 100
Chico CA 95928

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
Chris Devine
Planning Manager
Butte County Association of Governments
2580 Sierra Sunrise Terrace, Suite 100
Phone (530) 879‐2468
Fax (530) 879‐2444
Email cdevine@bcag.org
www.bcag.org
www.buttehcp.com
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BALANCING GROWTH AND CONSERVATION
www.buttehcp.com

Winter 2013

Butte Regional Conservation Plan —
Preliminary Public Draft Released!

Find the Preliminary
Public Draft BRCP online

The Preliminary Public Draft
Butte Regional Conservation Plan
(BRCP) was released for public
comment on November 30, 2012.
This updated document may
be found at buttehcp.com.
The Preliminary Public Draft
BRCP will be the focus of three
upcoming public workshops.

The Preliminary Public
Draft BRCP is posted
on our website and
available for you to
review. The Plan is
posted in separate
files for your online
reading convenience.
Front matter includes the cover
page, table of contents, and acronyms.
Sections include BRCP’s 12 chapters and
appendices A through M. All figures and
large tables are posted separately to
allow fast and easy viewing. The Plan is
available at buttehcp.com.

Numerous groups and community
members have been involved throughout
the BRCP planning process. These dedicated
groups include the BRCP Stakeholder
Committee, established to represent diverse
regional interests; the Steering Committee,
comprised of City and County elected officials
and planning professionals; and state and
federal wildlife agencies that have been closely
involved with the two committees throughout
the planning process. Many of the changes
and updates to this version of the Draft BRCP
are reflective of suggestions and feedback
provided by these committees and agencies on
prior drafts of BRCP chapters and appendices
released in 2011 and 2012.

Comments from Participants
in BRCP Development
“The Butte County Regional Habitat

Conservation process compliments
the Butte County General Plan 2030
implementation by providing valuable
information and streamlined procedures
to establish a clear future path for
conservation and development.”
Richard Price
Butte County Agricultural Commissioner

“We see benefits from the BRCP as a
voluntary tool to mitigate the effect of
development on listed species while
providing certainty
and streamlining to
the environmental
review process.”
Tim Snellings
Butte County

• An updated Covered Activities chapter
including more detailed descriptions
of each action; new sections covering
emergency activities and activities not
the

“Being a comprehensive approach,
the BRCP will have a greater likelihood of
success at balancing development and
wildlife protection. And, it will improve
interagency coordination
and efficiency,”
Mark Wolfe
City of Chico

The Preliminary Public Draft reflects many
revisions and updated information. There is
new information included in every chapter of
the plan. Some of the new aspects and major
revisions of the Draft BRCP include:

covered under the BRCP.

· A detailed description of the
BRCP implementation process
including a schedule for
conservation actions, description
of regulatory assurances
and neighboring landowner
assurances, and an outline of the
process for making future changes
to the BRCP once adopted.
• Revisions to implementation 		
cost assumptions and estimates and
the impact fee structure.
• Updated mitigation requirements section,
including expanded mitigation and
conservation discussions for wetlands
and riparian habitats.
The next steps in the development of the BRCP
include receiving further input and feedback
on the Preliminary Public Draft through
three public workshops in January, receiving
additional written public comments by January
31st, receiving input through County Board
of Supervisors and City council meetings, and
obtaining additional stakeholder feedback at
a planned February Stakeholder Committee
meeting. The BRCP team will then update
the draft based on the feedback received.
The formal Public Draft BRCP will be released
in spring 2013 with the required joint Public
Draft Environmental Impact Report/Statement
(EIR/EIS), followed by a 90-day formal public
review period.

Learn about the BRCP and Provide Comments - BRCP’s Public Workshops
The next round of BRCP public workshops are scheduled for January 2013 in Chico, Gridley
and Oroville. Learn more details about the BRCP and its benefits in person at one of these
sessions. Public Workshop details:
• Tuesday, January 15th 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm Oroville Southside Community Center
• Tuesday, January 15th 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm Gridley City Council Chambers
• Wednesday, January 16th 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm Chico Masonic Center
All three workshops will follow the same agenda and present the same information. The
workshop format will include presentations by the project team followed by discussions at
stations highlighting the main components of the Preliminary Public Draft BRCP.

BRCP Key Aspects/Major Components
The BRCP

has a broad and comprehensive scope.
The BRCP ”Plan Area” covers approximately
560,000 acres of lowland and foothill Butte County and encompasses
the cities of Chico, Oroville, Gridley, and Biggs. Natural and agricultural
lands will be conserved and managed to preserve and enhance habitat
for the covered species in the Plan Area while ensuring the long-term
viability of working farms and ranches. The Plan covers 40 species of
wildlife, fish, and plants, including Butte County meadowfoam, giant
garter snake, and Swainson’s hawk. The Plan provides compliance with
federal and state endangered species laws for 50 years of future land
and infrastructure development as envisioned under the county’s and
cities’ general plans and the regional transportation plans.

The Conservation Strategy is built around designated Urban Permit
Areas that encompass the primary areas for future urban growth
and development and Conservation Acquisition Zones that are
biogeographic units of the Plan Area within which specific conservation
targets must be achieved. Over the next 50 years, a system of
conservation lands will be assembled that protect natural communities,
species habitat, and important ecological corridors while ensuring
the continued viability of the agricultural lands that are an important
component of the region’s economy.

BRCP Also Addresses Wetlands and
Riparian Conservation and Compliance
The BRCP includes comprehensive conservation of wetlands,
including vernal pools, emergent wetlands (cattail and tule
marshes), and managed wetlands (controlled flooded lands
for waterfowl and shorebirds), and of riparian forest and scrub habitats
(cottonwoods, willows, and valley oaks along streams). BRCP wetland and
riparian habitat conservation measures are designed to provide complia
nce with the federal Clean Water Act (section 404 for wetlands protection
and section 401 for water quality) and the California Fish and Game
Code section that protects streams and associated riparian habitats from
alteration (section 1602 streambed alternation agreements).

Butte County Meadowfoam to be
Recovered from Endangered Status
Butte County meadowfoam is a small, annual
plant that grows naturally only in the BRCP Plan
Area. The BRCP provides conservation measures
for this endangered species that, when implemented, should recover
the species and allow for its eventual removal from federal and state
endangered species lists.

CONSERVATION STRATEGY SNAPSHOT
• Biologically sound conservation strategy includes
conservation at multiple ecological scales from landscape–
level conservation to individual
species-level conservation
• Comprehensive conservation measures that provide
for the mitigation of impacts, conservation of ecosystems,
and contribution to the recovery of endangered and
threatened species
• Provides for conservation of natural
communities and the ecological
processes that support them
• The strategy is based on advice and
review comments by an independent
Science Advisory Panel
• Monitoring and Adaptive Management Programs
ensure that the management of species habitats
will be effective and improve over time

CONSERVATION MEASURES
CM1 Protect Natural Communities
CM2 Develop an Invasive Species
Control Program

CM3 Improve Urban Stormwater Water Quality
CM4 Improve the Permeability of Linear
Structures for Native Wildlife

CM5 Restore Wetland and Riparian Habitats
CM6 Enhance and Manage Protected
Natural Communities

126,345
acres

Total habit protected
under BRCP

24,725
acres

Total impacts of
species habitat from
covered activities

CM7 Create and Maintain Greater Sandhill Crane Winter Roost Sites
CM8 Maintain and Enhance Covered Species Habitat on Public
and Easement Habitat Lands

CM9 Improve Fish Habitat and Survival
CM10 Conserve Butte County Meadowfoam
CM11 Conduct Surveys to Locate and Protect New Occurrences
of Butte County Checkerbloom

CM12 Reestablish Occurrences of Conservancy Fairy Shrimp,

Ahart’s Dwarf Rush, Hoover’s Spurge, Hairy Orcutt Grass,
Slender Orcutt Grass, and Greene’s Tuctoria

2012
Preliminary Public
BRCP Draft.

2013
Public workshops in Chico,
Oroville, and Gridley

Public Draft EIS/EIR

Public workshops

Public Draft BRCP released for formal review

Winter 2013 | www.buttehcp.com

New Permitting Process Under BRCP
Figure 1. Existing Permitting Process
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COMMUNITY
• Strengthened regional economies
• Protection of Butte County’s scenic landscapes
and open space
• Community empowerment through
inclusion and partnering in the planning and
implementation process

AGRICULTURALIST
Figure 2. Permitting Process Under the BRCP

• New source of income from voluntary
agricultural conservation easements

Endangered Species
Permits
PROJECT
PROPONENT

Wetlands and
Streams Permits

City or
County

Pay
Fee

Receive
Permits

Begin
Project

Water Quality
Permits

• Long-term conservation of irrigated farmlands
and rangelands
• Varied voluntary opportunities for
participation
• Neighboring landowner assurances

Under the current endangered species and clean water act processes (Figure 1), project
proponents must coordinate and negotiate on their own with the state and federal
regulatory agencies to determine what mitigation requirements will be needed in order to
receive environmental permits. If a project proponent needs to purchase mitigation lands,
or construct wetlands as part of their mitigation, state and federal agencies must also review
and approve that work. These processes are unpredictable as to the time to complete and
final cost to the project proponents.

ENVIRONMENTAL INTERESTS

With the BRCP, the process will be greatly simplified (Figure 2). Specific biological surveys
will be required to be completed by project proponents. Results of these surveys will be
used to determine project impacts on sensitive habitats and any required species and
habitat avoidance measures. Based on the type of habitat and number of acres impacted a
fee will be calculated. Once this fee is paid, the project proponent will receive
the permits from the local city or county planning department at the same
time local approvals are provided. Coordination with the federal and state
resource agencies will have already been completed through the prior
development of the BRCP. This simpler, more predictable process will
save time and money for project proponents and better protect the
region’s natural resources and sensitive species and habitats.

• Increased ability to adapt and respond to
future changes, including the effects of
climate change

• Large scale, coordinated conservation of
species as opposed to “piecemeal” mitigation
• Multi-species, natural community, and
ecosystem protection, resulting in a large,
integrated conservation lands system
specifically managed for high habitat function

• New opportunities for grant funding for
habitat conservation, including habitat
management in-perpetuity

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
• Local control of development and land use
where federal and state endangered species
will be affected
• Collaborative and coordinated long term
solutions to land use conflicts

* USFWS: United States Fish and Wildlife Service
CDFG: California Department of Fish and Game
NMFS: National Marine Fisheries Service
USACE: United States Army Corps of Engineers
RWQCB: Regional Water Quality Control Board

• Streamlined environmental and wetland
permitting for local agency public works and
land development projects including roadway
improvement projects, bike and pedestrian
facilities, new schools, libraries, parks, etc.

BUSINESS OWNERS

2014
Final EIS/EIR

Final BRCP adopted
by cities and county

Federal and State permits issued

• Clear and simplified regulatory process for
endangered species and wetlands compliance
with one-stop approvals at the local level
• “Economies of scale” allow for more cost
effective species protection
• Greater regulatory certainty, consistency and
predictability

Butte Regional Conservation Plan
www.buttehcp.com

Stakeholders, Agencies and Community Member Involvement
The release of the Preliminary Public Draft BRCP would not be possible
without the dedication of the Steering Committee and Stakeholder
Committee, participating state and federal agencies and the members
of the community who have been involved and provided guidance and
input through the planning process.

The Stakeholder Committee
has been formally meeting and
providing input since February
2007, and as of December
2012 has held 43 meetings.

The Steering Committee provides administrative oversight of
development of the BRCP and is comprised of members from the
permit applicants with representatives from the city councils and board
of supervisors as well as water/irrigation district managers and Caltrans
staff. Staff from the California Department of Fish and Game (DFG),
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and National Marine Fisheries
Services (NMFS) also attend meetings.

The BRCP has also benefited
from the participation of the
Science Advisory Panel and
Planning Directors Group.
These experts provide key
guidance to the BRCP team on issues related to the ecological sciences
and local land use, respectively.

The Stakeholder Committee represents regional and community
interests and is comprised of members from educational institutions,
farming and agriculture, environmental groups, special districts,
development community, hunting interests, and water/irrigation districts.

BCAG is the lead agency responsible for the preparation of the BRCP
and Science Applications International Corporation (SAIC) is the lead
consultant for preparation of the Plan.

the

PUBLIC WORKSHOPS
• Tuesday, January 15th 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm Oroville Southside Community Center
• Tuesday, January 15th 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm Gridley City Council Chambers
• Wednesday, January 15th 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm Chico Masonic Center

CONTACT US:
Chris Devine, Planning Manager | Butte County Association of Governments
cdevine@bcag.org | 530.879.2468
www.buttehcp.com

How to comment on
the Draft BRCP
The Draft BRCP is currently available
for public review. The public comment
period will close on January 31, 2013.
To submit comments, please use the
comment form provided on the BRCP
Website and return to Chris Devine at
the BCAG office at cdevine@bcag.org.
You are encouraged to attend one of
the three public workshops where you
can provide your comments in person.
We will have comment stations set up at
each workshop.

Butte County Association of Governments
2580 Sierra Sunrise Terrace, Suite 100
Chico, CA 95928-8441
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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Notice of Preparation and Scoping Meetings
for an Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
for the Butte Regional Conservation Plan
The Butte County Association of Governments (BCAG) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) plan to
prepare an Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) on the Butte Regional
Conservation Plan (BRCP) for western Butte County. This regional plan, encompassing 564,270 acres in the
western lowlands and foothills of Butte County, serves as a habitat conservation plan pursuant to the federal
Endangered Species Act, and a natural community conservation plan (NCCP) under the California Natural
Community Conservation Planning Act, and is designed to provide long-term conservation and management of
natural communities and sensitive species, while accommodating other important land uses. The BRCP addresses
state and federal endangered species compliance requirements for the County of Butte and the cities of Oroville,
Chico, Biggs, and Gridley, BCAG, the California Department of Transportation District 3, Western Canal Water
District, Biggs West Gridley Water District, Butte Water District, Richvale Irrigation District, and the BRCP
Implementing Entity that will be established to implement the BRCP for activities and projects in the BRCP Plan
Area that they conduct or approve. Permit Applicants will seek incidental take authorizations for a period of up
to 50 years.
BCAG is the lead agency under the California Environmental Quality Act and the Service is the lead agency under
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). In accordance with NEPA, the Service is publishing a Notice of
Intent in the Federal Register.

Please send written comments on or before January 30, 2013 regarding the scope of the EIS/EIR. All comments
received, including names and addresses of commenters, will become part of the official record and will be made
public. Written comments should be directed to:

Chris Devine, Planning Manager
Butte County Association of Governments
2580 Sierra Sunrise Terrace, Suite 100
Chico, CA 95928
Fax: (530) 879-2444
Email: cdevine@bcag.org

Two public scoping meetings will be held to provide an overview of the BRCP and obtain written and/or oral
comments on the scope and content of the EIS/EIR. Meeting dates, times and locations are as follows:
Oroville
Wednesday, January 9, 2013
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Oroville City Council Chambers
1735 Montgomery Street
Oroville, CA 95965

Chico
Wednesday, January 9, 2013
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
BCAG Conference Room
2580 Sierra Sunrise Terrace, Suite 100
Chico CA 95928

Persons needing special accommodations in order to attend one of the public scoping meetings should contact
Chris Devine at (530) 879-2468 no later than 1 week before the public meeting.

For additional information regarding the Butte Regional Conservation Plan, please visit
http://www.buttehcp.com.

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Department of the Interior
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office
2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2605
Sacramento, CA 95825
Phone: 916/414-6600
Fax: 916/414-6713
Website: http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/

News
Release

For Immediate Release
December 14, 2012
Media Contacts:
Sarah Swenty, sarah_swenty@fws.gov, (916) 414-6571

Public Input Sought Regarding the Scope of the Environmental Document
for a Plan Proposed to Streamline Permitting and Offset Impacts to
Endangered Species in Butte County
Public Input Sought at Two Meetings in January
Sacramento – The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) and the Butte County Association of Governments
(BCAG) intend to work together to preserve endangered species and streamline development permitting in the
process. To do that they plan to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
(EIS/EIR) for 564,270 acres in the lowlands and foothills of western Butte County. The Butte Regional
Conservation Plan (BRCP) is being prepared to preserve the Butte County meadowfoam (Limnanthes floccosa
ssp. Californica), a critically endangered species occurring only in Butte County, a total of 40 species (26
animals and 14 plants), and wetlands within the BRCP permit area. A Notice of Intent will be published on
December 14, 2012 and is available for viewing in the Federal Register at http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR2012-12-14/pdf/2012-30182.pdf. A Notice of Preparation for the EIS/EIR will be released on the same date by
BCAG and is available for review online at http://www.buttehcp.com/.
Two scoping meetings will be held on January 9, 2012 for the public to provide written input on the scope and
content of the EIS/EIR. The scoping meetings will be held, one at the Oroville City Council Chambers, 1735
Montgomery Street, Oroville, California from 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm. The second meeting will be held in the City
of Chico, BCAG Conference Room, 2580 Sierra Sunrise Terrace, Suite 100, Chico, California from 6:00 p.m. to
8:00 p.m. These meetings will be identical in format and content.
The public scoping meetings are separate from the BRCP public workshops that will be held on January 15 and
16, 2013, for which the purpose is to present the main components of the Preliminary Public Draft BRCP. For
more information on the Preliminary Public Draft BRCP and its associated public workshop dates, please visit:
http://www.buttehcp.com/.
America’s fish, wildlife, and plant resources belong to all of us, and ensuring the health of imperiled species a
shared responsibility. Together with the local community, the state and federal agencies are working to actively
engage conservation partners and the public in the search for improved and innovative ways to conserve and
recover imperiled species.

The BRCP will serve as a Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) for the federal Endangered Species Act, and a
Natural Community Conservation Plan (NCCP) under the California Natural Community Conservation Planning
Act. HCPs and NCCPs are federal and state plans that allow for a streamlined permitting process because
conservation measures are laid out, agreed upon and implemented on a landscape scale that is most beneficial for
the species involved, humans included.
Before those plans can be completed, an EIS/EIR must be prepared in compliance with the California
Environmental Quality Act and the National Environmental Policy Act. They will describe the underlying
purpose and need of the BRCP–for the Service, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), and the
California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) to issue permits to the permit applicants, include an analysis
of the effects of implementation of the BRCP on the human environment, consider and evaluate a range of
alternatives, and describe the existing environment that could be affected by approval and implementation of the
BRCP.
For more detailed information regarding the EIS/EIR or the public scoping meetings, visit
http://www.buttehcp.com/. Persons needing special accommodations in order to attend scoping meetings should
contact Chris Devine at (530) 879-2468 no later than one week before the public meeting.

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, plants,
and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are both a leader and trusted partner in fish and
wildlife conservation, known for our scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals,
and commitment to public service. For more information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit
www.fws.gov/cno. Connect with our Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/usfwspacificsouthwest, follow our tweets at
http://twitter.com/USFWSPacSWest, watch our YouTube Channel at http://www.youtube.com/usfws and download photos
from our Flickr page at http://www.flickr.com/photos/usfws_pacificsw.
###
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Conservation plan would alter Butte County environmental permit process
By STEVE SCHOONOVER-City Editor Chico Enterprise-Record
Posted:

Chicoer.com

Chicoer.com
Two sets of workshops are slated this week and next on a plan that should reduce some of the environmental
hurdles for projects in Butte County, while doing a better job of protecting the environment.
Under development since 2007, the Butte Regional Conservation Plan is still about a year from completion.
It takes a regional approach toward addressing environmental impacts, replacing the current project-by-project
system.
As things now stand, if someone wants to develop a piece of property, some level of environmental review can be
required.
That review could have to be submitted to as many agencies as the state Department of Fish and Wildlife, and the
federal Fish and Wildlife Service, Marine Fisheries Service and Corps of Engineers. It's a lengthy, unwieldy and
uncertain process.
The agencies might require the developer to find and buy land in a mitigation bank or find a private party willing
to sell conservation easements to offset environmental impacts.
If the Regional Conservation Plan were in effect, the same developer could walk into his city or county planning
department with the environmental review, pay a fee and walk out with approval to get going, according to Chris
Devine, planning manager for the Butte County Association of Governments.
BCAG is the lead agency in development of the Regional Conservation Plan, and will be responsible for
implementing it if it is approved.
What it is
Devine said the Conservation Plan considers — as a whole — the environmental impacts of all the land use
activities allowed under the Butte County, Chico, Gridley and Biggs general plans. Activities of four irrigation
districts and Caltrans' road construction plans for the next 50 years are also included.
An overall mitigation plan for those environmental impacts has been drafted.
It will involve purchase of conservation easements, credits from mitigation banks and buying land to restore
habitat. The fee developers and others pay to their city or county planning department will cover those costs.
The overall approach will allow for more coherent conservation areas than are preserved by the uncoordinated
project-by-project system in place now.
The plan is general, with habitat acreage goals. But with one exception, specific areas are not targeted for
conservation.
"There's enough habitat out there that we don't have to be specific," Devine said. "We only need a portion." That
allows limiting purchases to willing sellers.
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The one exception is three areas along the east and north of Chico that are the "motherlode" for Butte County
meadowfoam. It's one of the 40 endangered or threatened species the plan seeks to protect. The list also includes
species that might become threatened in the future.
How it works
Devine said the plan, when approved by the federal and state agencies, will essentially provide the cities, county
and other participants a 50-year "incidental take" permit. That permit recognizes human activity might kill some
individual species of concern, but that enough mitigation is in place to ensure their overall survival.
Anyone undertaking any of the activities covered under the Regional Conservation Plan that conform to the
applicable general plan would be covered by the overarching incidental take permit. They wouldn't have to
negotiate with the individual resource agencies.
Paradise isn't a party to the plan because there aren't many endangered species above a line low in the foothills that
is the eastern boundary of the 564,270-acre conservation plan area.
Development of the plan has cost $2 million to $3 million thus far, with most of the money coming from U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service grants. Caltrans has also kicked in some money.
Butte is one of 10 north-state counties now developing a regional conservation plan, or that already have one in
place. The other counties are Yuba, Sutter, Sacramento, Yolo, Solano, Placer, Contra Costa, Santa Clara and San
Joaquin.
EIR/EIS 'scoping' meetings
The meetings this week are a bit esoteric. They're to take comment on what the environmental impact
report/environmental impact statement required for the plan should look into. They don't go into the plan at all.
"We'll have to create some wetlands and restore some habitat," Devine offered as an example. "That'll involve
getting out there with tractors which have air impacts and traffic impacts. We have to consider that."
The two meetings are Wednesday: 2-4 p.m. in the Oroville City Council Chambers, 1735 Montgomery St.; and 6-8
p.m. in the BCAG conference room, 2580 Sierra Sunrise Terrace in Chico.
"We'll say, 'Here's what we're proposing to evaluate'," Devine said. "'Does this seem reasonable?'"
Comments can also be mailed to Devine at Butte County Association of Governments, 2580 Sierra Sunrise
Terrace, Suite 100, Chico, CA, 95928; or faxed to 879-2444, or emailed to cdevine@bcag.org.
Comments are due by Jan. 31.
Public workshops on the actual plan set in Oroville, Chico, Gridley
Workshops scheduled Jan. 15 and 16 will actually look at the preliminary public draft of the Butte Regional
Conservation Plan, which can be viewed at www.buttehcp.com. Drafts are also available for viewing at the Chico,
Oroville and Gridley libraries.
BCAG staff will be on hand to explain the background and progress of the plan, answer questions and take
comments. The meetings will be:
OROVILLE — 2-4 p.m. Jan. 15, Southside Community Center, 2959 Lower Wyandotte Ave.
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GRIDLEY — 6-8 p.m. Jan. 15, City Council Chambers, 685 Kentucky St.
CHICO — 6-8 p.m. Jan. 16, Masonic Family Center, 1110 W. East Ave.
A comment form is online at the website above. Again, comments can be mailed to Chris Devine at Butte County
Association of Governments, 2580 Sierra Sunrise Terrace, Suite 100, Chico, CA, 95928; or faxed to 879-2444, or
emailed to cdevine@bcag.org.
Comments are due by Jan. 31.
City Editor Steve Schoonover can be reached at 896-7750, sschoonover@chicoer.com; or followed on Twitter
@ER_sschoonover.
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Welcome
Welcome to the Public Scoping Meetings for the
Butte Regional Conservation Plan Environmental
Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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About the Plan
Overview
The Butte Regional Conservation Plan (BRCP) is a joint federal Habitat Conservation Plan and state Natural Community
Conservation Plan (HCP/NCCP). The BRCP is being prepared by the Butte County Association of Governments (BCAG) on behalf of
the Permit Applicants:
·
·
·
·

City of Biggs
City of Chico
City of Gridley
City of Oroville

·
·
·
·

County of Butte
Caltrans District 3
Western Canal Water District
Richvale Irrigation District

·
·
·
·

Biggs-West Gridley Water District
Butte Water District
BCAG
BRCP Implementing Entity

The Permit Applicants are applying for incidental take permits from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) to authorize take of certain stateand federally listed species during the course of otherwise lawful activities.
The HCP/NCCP is referred to as the Butte Regional Conservation Plan (BRCP), and is a required component of the application for
these permits.
This BRCP—a required component of the application for the incidental take permits—will provide long-term conservation and
management of natural communities, sensitive species, and the habitats upon which those species depend, while
accommodating other land uses.
The BRCP serves as a habitat conservation plan (HCP) pursuant to the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA), and a natural
community conservation plan (NCCP) under the California Natural Community Conservation Planning Act (NCCPA).

BRCP Plan Area
The Plan Area encompasses 564,270 acres in western Butte County and is bounded on the west by Glenn and Colusa Counties; on
the south by Sutter and Yuba Counties; and on the north by Tehama County.

Environmental Compliance
In order to address federal and state requirements for environmental review of the BRCP, BCAG and the USFWS are preparing an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) pursuant to the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) and California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), respectively. Other agencies involved in the development of the
EIS/EIR include:
CEQA Responsible Agencies
• Permit Applicants
• California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)
CEQA Trustee Agencies
• CDFW
NEPA Cooperating Agencies
• The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA)

buttehcp.com
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Covered Species
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Amphibians
• Foothill Yellow-legged Frog
• Western Spadefoot Toad

Fish
• Central Valley Steelhead
• Central Valley Spring-run Chinook Salmon
• Central Valley Fall/Late Fall-run Chinook Salmon
• Chinook Salmon Fall Run
• Green Sturgeon

Plants

• River Lamprey
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Reptiles
• Blainville’s Horned Lizard
• Giant Garter Snake
• Western Pond Turtle

Invertebrates
• Conservancy Fairy Shrimp
• Valley Elderberry Longhorn Beetle
• Vernal Pool Fairy Shrimp
• Vernal Pool Tadpole Shrimp

buttehcp.com
Boards 2-8 - 24x36.indd 2

1/4/13 11:02 AM

B ig C
h ic o
Cre
ek

The Planning Area – 564,270 Acres

B utt

eC

re ek

Oak Woodland and
Savanna
92,590 Acres

Chico
99

Aquatic
10,298 Acres

70

149

Riparian
22,148 Acres

162

Oroville
162

Biggs

70
99

Gridley

Agriculture
250,634 Acres

Grassland
102,234 Acres
Wetland
32,024 Acres

buttehcp.com
Boards 2-8 - 24x36.indd 3

1/4/13 11:02 AM

Benefits of the HCP/NCCP
Communities
• Strengthened regional economies
• Protection of scenic habitat and landscapes
• Proactive approach to conservation and development
• Involvement in planning
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Local Governments
• Local control of endangered species permitting
• Long term solutions to land use conflicts
• More thorough protection for region’s environmental resources
Business Owners, Landowners & Developers
• Streamlined regulatory process
• “Economies of scale” allow more efficient mitigation
• Greater regulatory certainty, consistency and predictability
Agriculturalists
• Varied opportunities for participation
• Source of income from conservation programs
• Farm land protections
Environmental interests
• Large scale conservation instead of “piecemeal”
• Multi-species and habitat protection — better habitat
• Ability to adapt and respond to changes
• Increased opportunities for grant funding
for habitat conservation
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Public Involvement
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Public Involvement Opportunities
Identify covered
species,
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activities
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conservation plan
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implementation
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Current Stakeholder Committee Members
• Butte County Resource Conservation District
• California Native Plant Society

How the Process is Organized

• Building Industry
• Butte County Farm Bureau

The Steering Committee and a Stakeholder Committee form the core of the public

• Western Canal Water District

involvement process. The committees' meetings are open to the public and are

• Altacal Audubon Society

convened on a regular basis to share pertinent information and ensure a balanced and
thorough review of the Plan at every stage.

• Ducks Unlimited
• Butte County Agricultural Commission
• California State University, Chico

In addition, the independent Science Advisory Panel, Planning Directors Group,

• Sierra Club

Wildlife Agencies (National Marine Fisheries Service, California Department of Fish and

• Butte Environmental Council

Wildlife and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service), and BCAG staff and consultants coordinate

• Caltrans District 3

together to develop the Plan.
Stakeholder
Committee

Science
Advisory Panel

Wildlife Agencies

BCAG Staff
& SAIC

Steering
Committee

Planning
Directors Group
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What is a HCP/NCCP
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The Environmental Review Process
The Butte County Association of Governments (BCAG) is the lead agency under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service), is the lead
agency under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).
BCAG and the Service are holding two public scoping meetings to solicit suggestions and
information on the scope of issues and alternatives for BCAG and the Service to consider when
drafting the environmental impact statement/environmental impact report (EIS/EIR) for the
BRCP. The EIS/EIR will evaluate a range of alternatives to determine what effects each could
have on the natural and built environments. The EIS/EIR will also propose mitigation measures
to avoid or minimize significant effects.

EIS/ EIR

EIS/EIR Process
SCOPING PHASE

DOCUMENT PREPARATION

REVIEW/ADOPTION

• Notice of Preparation /
Notice of Intent (45 days)
• Public Scoping Meetings

• Technical Anaylsis
• Alternatives Development
• Draft EIS/EIR

• Public Comment Period
(90 days)
• Public Hearing
• Final EIS/EIR Based on
Public Comments
• Notice of Determination
• Record of Determination

e
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BRCP

ONG OI NG P U B L I C PA R T I CIPATION
DE VE LOP DR A F T B R C P

REVIEW/ADOPTION

* Draft BRCP & Draft EIS/EIR released for concurrent
90 day public comment period

An environmental impact statement/environmental impact report serves a number of purposes:
• Gives the public an opportunity to provide input on issues and possible impacts
• Serves as a source of data and a resource tool for the project
• Identifies potential environmental impacts of the alternatives under consideration
• Allows decision makers the opportunity to consider the environmental impacts of a
project before making a decision
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WELCOME
EIS/EIR Public Scoping Sessions
Butte Regional Conservation Plan
January 9, 2013
Oroville
Oroville Council Chambers
2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Chico
BCAG Conference Room
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Why are we here?


To obtain feedback on the scope of the Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS)/ Environmental Impact Review
(EIR)
 Provide overview of Butte Regional
g
Conservation Plan
(BRCP)
 Explain roles of Applicants and Permitting Agencies
 Explain
E l i E
Endangered
d
dS
Species
i A
Acts
t (ESA
(ESAs))
 Explain federal Clean Water Act (CWA)
 Describe environmental review process

Overview of the BRCP


History



Geographic Scope



Covered Species



Covered Activities



Status of Plan Document

Who are we?


Permit Applicants
 Butte County Association of Governments (BCAG)
 Local Agencies: County of Butte and cities of Oroville,
Chico, Biggs, and Gridley
 CA Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 3
 Western Canal Water District, Biggs‐West Gridley
Water District,
District Butte Water District,
District Richvale Irrigation
District
 BRCP Implementing Entity

Who are we? (Cont.)
(
)




Permitting Agencies
 U.S.
Fish
Wildlife Service
U S Fi
h and
d Wildlif
S i (USFWS)
 National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
 U.S.
U S Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
 California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)
Consultants
 Conservation Plan: SAIC
 EIS/EIR: ICF International

Relationship Between Federal Endangered
Species Act (ESA) & National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)


What is NEPA?



What is ESA?


Mechanisms to authorize incidental take of federally-listed
species



Why is NEPA triggered?



p g meeting
g
Focus of scoping

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
Process


Trigger for EIS



Notice of Intent (NOI)/Scoping



Prepare Draft EIS



Prepare Final EIS



Agency Decision


Record of Decision (ROD)

Relationship Between Clean Water Act (CWA)
& NEPA






Goal of the Clean Water Act
CWA administration and enforcement
 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA)
Current process and purpose of integrating into BRCP
I t
Integration
ti off CWA S
Section
ti 401




Regional Water Quality Control Board

NEPA requirements

Relationship Between California
Species Act (CESA)
Endangered
g
(
)&
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)



What is CEQA?
What is CESA?



Two ways to authorize incidental take under California law
 Incidental Take Permit (Section 2081 Fish and Game Code
Code,
under Section 2050 et seq. of CESA)
 Natural Community Conservation Plan (NCCP) (Section 2800 et
seq Fish and Game Code)
seq.



Why is CEQA triggered?
 All NCCPs subject to CEQA, but, unlike federal process, CDFW
i not the
is
h llead
d agency for
f the
h EIS/EIR.
EIS/EIR

Environmental Impact
Review (EIR)
p
(
) Process








Lead Agency (BCAG) issues Notice of Preparation
(NOP) to Responsible and Trustee Agencies (CA
Department of Fish & Wildlife is one)
Draft EIR Preparation
Written Comments Received
Responses to Comments Sent
Lead Agency Decision Made
Notice of Determination (NOD) Filed on Project

Purpose of Scoping


Inform public about the project



Identify interested parties



Identify environmental factors to be considered



Identify significant issues



Identify potential alternatives

Environmental Issues Considered


Aesthetics



Land Use/Planning



Agriculture/Forestry
A i lt /F
t



Noise
N i



Air Quality



Population/Housing



Biological
g
Resources



Public Services/Recreation



Cultural Resources



Utilities/Service Systems



Geology/Soils/Mineral
Resources



Transportation/Traffic



Growth Inducement



Greenhouse Gas Emissions



Cumulative Effects



Hazards/Hazardous Materials



Socioeconomic Effects



Hydrology/Water Quality



Environmental Justice

EIS/EIR Process

Identify Potential Alternatives


Proposed Action – issuance of permits



No Action – no issuance of permits (project-by-project
permitting)



Variations of Action Alternatives

Variations of Action Alternatives








Reduction in Scope of Permits (Reduced Impacts)
V i ti
Variations
iin C
Conservation
ti St
Strategy
t
Variation in Permit Duration
Variations in Covered Species
Variations in Covered Activities
Reduction in Permit Area
Some combination of these elements

Public Comments Encouraged
g





All comments must be received no later than
January 30
30, 2013
We are soliciting comments on the CEQA/NEPA
document,, not the HCP/NCCP.
Written comments are encouraged
Best comments are specific

How to Comment


Verbal Comments




At one of today’s
y public
p
meetings
g
 Oroville City Council Chambers 2:00pm – 4:00pm
 BCAG Conference Room 6:00pm – 8:00pm

Written






Comment Cards: Available Today (submit today or mail in)
Email: cdevine@bcag.org
Mail: Chris Devine, Planning Manager, Butte County
G
S
S
Association off Governments,
2580 Sierra
Sunrise
Terrace,
Suite 100, Chico, CA 95928
Faxed Comments
 (916) 414-6713 [USFWS]
 (530) 879-2444 [BCAG]

Ongoing Public Input Opportunities


Community Meetings






Habitat
H
bit t Plan
Pl d
development,
l
t review
i
and
d approvall
Public meetings on Draft and Final BRCP and EIS/EIR

p
Website: www.buttehcp.com
Stakeholder Meetings


1st Wednesday of each month from 11am to 3pm in the
BCAG Conference Room

For More Information






Butte Regional Conservation Plan website:
www buttehcp com
www.buttehcp.com
USFWS website: www.fws.gov
NMFS website: www.nmfs.noaa.gov
www nmfs noaa gov
USACE website: www.usace.army.mil
CDFW website: www.dfg.ca.gov/habcon/nccp
g
g
p

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

The Butte Regional Conservation Plan (BRCP) is a joint federal Habitat Conservation Plan and state Natural Community
Conservation Plan (HCP/NCCP). The BRCP encompasses 564,270 acres in western Butte County and is bounded on the west by
Glenn and Colusa Counties; on the south by Sutter and Yuba Counties; and on the north by Tehama County.
The goal of the BRCP is to replace the current project-by-project environmental and wetland permitting programs
(administered by state and federal regulatory agencies), with an alternative permitting program that is smarter, faster, results
in better resource conservation, and is administered by the participating cities and Butte County.
The BRCP is being prepared by the Butte County Association of Governments (BCAG) on behalf of the Permit Applicants that
include:
• City of Biggs

• County of Butte

• Biggs-West Gridley Water District

• City of Chico

• Caltrans District 3

• Butte Water District

• City of Gridley

• Western Canal Water District

• BCAG

• City of Oroville

• Richvale Irrigation District

• BRCP Implementing Entity

The Permit Applicants are applying for incidental take permits from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) to authorize take of certain
state- and federally listed species during the course of otherwise lawful activities. The BRCP is a required component of the
application for these permits.

Covered Activities
The activities that will be covered by the permit streamlining provided by the BRCP generally include:
• All land development activities identified in General Plans
• Residential, commercial, public facilities, and industrial construction (homes, businesses, schools, etc.)
• Transportation projects (roadway improvement projects, bike/pedestrian projects, transit improvements)
• Recreational facilities (parks, playgrounds, pedestrian bridges, golf courses, etc.)

Permit Streamlining
The BRCP is seeking to provide streamlined permitting for the following permitting programs:
• U.S. Endangered Species Act (Section 10, Section 7)
• California Endangered Species Act (Section 2835)
• U.S. Clean Water Act Section 404 (via Programmatic General Permit/Simplified Permit Program)
• U.S. Clean Water Act Section 401 (via Programmatic Water Quality Certification on Programmatic General Permit)
• California Department of Fish and Game Section 1600 Streambed Alteration

Overview of Environmental Review Process
The BRCP must undergo environmental review to comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) before the BRCP is adopted and permits are issued. BCAG is the lead agency
under CEQA, and USFWS is the lead agency under NEPA. Public participation is integral to the environmental review process,
as it is to the development of the BRCP.
BCAG and USFWS are holding these public scoping meetings on January 9, 2013 to solicit suggestions and information on
the scope of issues and alternatives for BCAG and USFWS to consider when drafting the environmental impact statement/
environmental impact report (EIS/EIR). The purpose of the EIS/EIR is to evaluate a range of alternatives to the BRCP to
determine what effects each could have on the natural and built environments. The EIS/EIR will also propose mitigation
measures to avoid or minimize significant effects.
The graphic below illustrates the environmental review process, and the parallel BRCP development process.
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REVIEW/ADOPTION

* Draft BRCP & Draft EIS/EIR released for concurrent
90 day public comment period

The tentative schedule for developing and finalizing the BRCP is as follows.
• Preliminary Public Draft BRCP document released for review: November 30, 2012
• Formal Public Draft BRCP document released for review: spring 2013
• Adoption and permitting of BRCP: late 2013-early 2014
The scoping period, when public comments will be accepted related to the content and scope of the EIS/EIR will run from
December 14, 2012 to January 30, 2013. Written comments should be directed to:
Chris Devine, Planning Manager
Butte County Association of Governments
2580 Sierra Sunrise Terrace, Suite 100, Chico, CA 95928
Fax: (530) 879-2444, Email: cdevine@bcag.org
For additional Information about the BRCP, covered species, participating agencies, or the environmental process, visit www.
buttehcp.com.

Key Contacts
Chris Devine, Planning Manager
Butte County Association of Governments
Phone: (530) 879-2468, Email: cdevine@bcag.org

Mike Thomas, Branch Chief
USFWS Sacramento Office, Conservation Planning Branch
Phone: (916) 414-6600, Email: Mike_Thomas@fws.gov

EIS/EIR SCOPING COMMENT CARD
Please Print

Date:

Name:

Title (if applicable):

Organization/Buisness (if applicable):
Telephone:
E-Mail:
Address:
City:

State:

Zip:

Written comments regarding the scope of the EIS/EIR are invited from interested parties to ensure that the full range of environmental
issues related to the proposed action is identified and evaluated. All comments received, including names and addresses of
commenters, will become part of the official administrative record and will be made available to the public. Information, written
comments, or questions related to the preparation of the EIS/EIR should be received on or before January 30, 2013.

Please attach additional pages if your comment doesn't fit in the space provided.
For additional information regarding the Butte Regional Conservation Plan, please visit the following website:
http://www.buttehcp.com/.
Comments may be submitted today or mailed to:
Chris Devine, Planning Manager, Butte County Association of Governments
2580 Sierra Sunrise Terrace, Suite 100, Chico, CA 95928
Fax: (530) 879-2444
Email: cdevine@bcag.org

PLEASE FOLD ALONG THIS LINE FOR MAILING

Chris Devine, Planning Manager
Butte County Association of Governments
2580 Sierra Sunrise Terrace, Suite 100
Chico, CA 95928

Chris Devine, Planning Manager
Butte County Association of Governments
2580 Sierra Sunrise Terrace, Suite 100
Chico, CA 95928

PLACE
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Comments received



Attendee sign‐in sheet templates

Scope of EIS / EIR for Butte Regional Conservation Plan: Atmospheric Nitrogen Deposition
January 31, 2013
By: Mount Lassen Chapter – California Native Plant Society
Atmospheric N-deposition is a scientifically documented threat to California ecosystems and numerous
threatened and endangered species (Fenn et al. 2010, Weiss 2006). There are N-sensitive habitats in
Butte County, especially vernal pools and grasslands. Atmospheric nitrogen deposition greatly
increases the growth of annual grasses and other weeds. Grasslands in the Lassen Foothills and valley
floor in Butte County are estimated to exceed the critical load for enhanced annual grass invasions
(Figure 9 in Fenn et al. 2010, copied below). Vernal pools in Butte County are especially susceptible to
being overrun by annual grasses in the absence of grazing (Barry 1996) as they are elsewhere in the
Central Valley (Marty 2005).
As part of the proposed regional HCP, this threat to biodiversity should be explicitly considered and
appropriate mitigations developed. In Santa Clara County, precedent-setting mitigation for nitrogen
deposition has been implemented for three gas-fired powerplants and Highway 101 widening, and is
being implemented at a regional scale in the Santa Clara Valley Habitat Plan (www.scvhabitatplan.org). Mitigations include acquisition and easements to prevent outright development,
continuation and fine-tuning of grazing regimes to reduce the cover of annual grasses, and weed
management. Another nitrogen deposition mitigation project is the Otay Mesa Generating Plant in San
Diego County (http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/otaymesa/documents/2000-1013_OTAY_MESA_FSA.PDF) and a proposed new powerplant nearby
http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/piopico/documents/applicant/2011-1130_Applicants_Biological_Assessment_TN-63008.pdf).
The USFWS has developed considerable expertise in addressing nitrogen deposition through the Santa
Clara Valley Habitat Plan, and that expertise should be applied to Butte County.
References:
Barry, S. Managing the Sacramento Valley Vernal Pool Landscape to Sustain the Native Flora. Pp. 236240 in: C.W. Witham, E.T. Bauder, D. Belk, W.R. Ferren Jr., and R. Ornduff (Editors). Ecology,
Conservation, and Management of Vernal Pool Ecosystems – Proceedings from a 1996 Conference.
California Native Plant Society, Sacramento, CA. 1998.
Fenn, M.E., E.B. Allen, S.B. Weiss, S. Jovan , L.H. Geiser , G.S. Tonnesen, R.F. Johnson, L.E. Rao, B.S.
Gimeno, F. Yuan, T. Meixner, A. Bytnerowicz. (2010). Nitrogen critical loads and management
alternatives for N-impacted ecosystems in California. Journal of Environmental Management 91:24022423.
Marty, J. T. 2005. Effects of cattle grazing on diversity in ephemeral wetlands. Conservation Biology
19:1626–1632.
Weiss, S. B. 2006. Impacts of Nitrogen Deposition on California Ecosystems and Biodiversity.
California Energy Commission, PIER Energy-Related Environmental Research. CEC-500-2005-165.
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Fig. 9. Critical load exceedance map for annual grassland showing exceedance of the critical load for
plant community changes. The CL for grassland (6.0 kg ha-1 yr-1) is based on a roadside gradient study
in serpentine grassland. Because of the uncertainty in extrapolating this CL to other grasslands, the CL
exceedance for a CL of 7.5 kg ha-1 yr-1 is also presented.
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How did you hear about the meeting?

