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Plan Development Continues to Move Forward
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The Butte Regional Conservation Plan Stakeholder Committee, a group of interested stakeholders that provides input into the Plan, met for the 28th time in May 2010 and continues to
meet monthly. The Committee’s high level of involvement has contributed greatly to all the
BRCP’s chapters and sections. To attend a meeting, check the program website for the meeting
schedule: www.buttehcp.com. Interested parties can also be added to the email distribution list
for Stakeholder Committee meetings by contacting Chris Devine at cdevine@bcag.org.
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The Conservation Strategy (Chapter
5 of the BRCP) is at the heart of the
BRCP, as it explains the multi-faceted
approach to conservation. The Conservation Strategy includes specific actions, called “conservation measures”
designed to achieve plan goals and objectives; monitoring requirements to
ensure conservation effectiveness; and
an adaptive management program to
allow for flexibility in the implementation of the conservation measures as
new knowledge is gained over time.
Conservation Strategy development
has been and continues to be an iterative process so stakeholder input and
the latest scientific information and
lessons learned are incorporated. The
project team has drafted portions of
this chapter and is currently working
on a first full draft.
Ecological Scale
The Conservation Strategy addresses
three ecological scales and how they
are interrelated:
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•Landscape-level: Large-scale areas
of land that support landscape-level
ecological processes, large wildlife
movement areas, and natural biodiversity. This scale of planning addresses
such ecological factors as continuous habitat corridors for wildlife and
encompassing of a range of ecological
gradients such as vegetation, moisture, soil, geology, and elevation.
•Natural community-level: Intermediate ecological scale areas of distinct
environmental conditions and assemblages of species within the planning
area (oak woodland and savanna,
grassland, riparian, wetland, aquatic,
and agricultural)

•Species-level: Smaller-scale areas of
specific occurrences and habitats for
species within the planning area
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Each ecological scale has guiding
goals, objectives and measures:
•Goals: The desired future condition
of the landscape, natural community
or species.

LANDSCAPE-LEVEL
GOALS & OBJECTIVES

NATURAL COMMUNITY
GOALS & OBJECTIVES

•Objectives: Specific measureable
targets to achieve the goals.
•Conservation Measures: Specific
actions that ensure the objectives and
goals are achieved.

Landscape-Level
Conservation Measures

•Avoidance and Minimization Measures: Requirements to avoid or reduce harmful effects during construction, maintenance, and other activities.
Many of these measures are current
“Best Management Practices” identified by cities and counties.
For more information on the Conservation Strategy, visit the project
website documents section at: www.
buttehcp.com/document/index.html.
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SPECIES-SPECIFIC
GOALS & OBJECTIVES

Community-Specific
Conservation Measures

Species-Specific
Conservation Measures
(if needed)

Goal: Maintain or increase the extent of Tri-Colored blackbird habitat.
Objective: Identify and preserve breeding colonies.
Landscape-level Conservation Measure 1: Conduct pre-land acquisition
surveys.
Natural community-level Conservation Measure 2: enter into conservation
easements to protect remnant habitats on farmlands.

The Conservation Strategy sets conservation acreage goals for covered
species’ habitat types such as nesting habitat and foraging habitat for
Swainson’s hawk. Land acquisition
for conservation will then be conducted with willing sellers. The planning area is expected to meet future
demands for both development and
habitat conservation.
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Phase 2
* Chapter 5 Conservation StrategyAdaptive Management Plan
Monitoring Plan

2010

* Chapter 1 – Introduction

Phase 4

* Chapter 6 – Plan Implementation

Administrative Draft of HCP/NCCP

* Chapter 7 – Implementation Structure

Administrative Draft of EIR/EIS

* Chapter 8 – Implementation Cost and Funding

Public Workshops

Public Draft of HCP/NCCP
Public Draft of EIR/EIS
Public Workshops

Phase 5
Final HCP/NCCP
Final EIR/EIS
Permits issued by USFWS, DFG, and NMFS

Public Workshops

2011

2012

•Tag Engstrom, Ph.D. CSU,
Chico. Herpetology, systematics,
population genetics and population biology.

•Michael P. Marchetti, Ph.D.
CSU, Chico. Stream ecosystems
in California.
•Jaymee T. Marty, Ph.D. The
Nature Conservancy. Riparian,
grassland and vernal pool habitat
management.

Chinook Salm

Phase 4

•Jay Bogiatto, M.S. California
State University (CSU), Chico.
Avian ecology and natural history, waterfowl and wetland
ecology.

•Lynn Huntsinger, Ph.D. University of California (UC) Berkeley.
Rangeland conservation and
management.

* This example does not include all the goals, objectives, or conservation
measures for the Tri-Colored Blackbird

Phase 3

BRCP Science Advisory Panel:

•Geoffrey R. Geupel. PRBO Conservation Science. Ornithological monitoring and conservation
research.

Tri-Colored Blackbird Conservation Strategy Example*

Conservation Areas

An independent Science Advisory
Panel continues to provide multidisciplinary expertise on key scientific issues during the planning
process. The Panel’s review of
the Conservation Strategy chapter drafts is integral to achieving
the BRCP’s environmental goals.
Formal reviews will begin soon
and are expected to continue into
fall 2010. Panelists represent a diverse background in science, conservation and local experience.
Wayne Spencer, Conservation
Biology Institute, serves as the
Science Advisory Panel advisor
and coordinates the development
of the Panel’s reports.

*These tasks are underway
Note:
Project initiated in 2007
Schedule is subject to change.

•Mark Schwartz, Ph.D. UC
Davis. Plant community ecology,
plant demography, and biogeography.
•Sharon Collinge, Ph. D. University of Colorado, Boulder.
Conservation biology, vernal
pool ecology and restoration,
invertebrate conservation, disease
ecology.

Butte County Association of Governments
Covered Species
Spotlight:
Butte County
Checkerbloom
Butte County checkerbloom is one
of the BRCP’s 41 covered species.
It is a perennial flowering herb
that is native to Butte County and
blooms throughout the months of
April, May and early June (depending on rainfall). It was first
collected in 1846 during John C.
Fremont’s third expedition to explore the west and its first description in the botanical literature was
in 1931.
It is only known to be found in the
lower foothills of Butte County
generally between Upper Bidwell
Park on the north and Pentz Rd
on the south at an elevation of
300 to 1,200 feet. The plant is
typically found within the blue oak
woodland, foothill savanna and
foothill woodland communities,
and occasionally in the transition
area to the chaparral community.
Within these communities, Butte
County checkerbloom occurs only
on certain specific soil types on the
middle and upper Tuscan Formation. While Butte County checkerbloom is not currently state or
federally listed, it is being covered
by the BRCP because it is likely to
become listed during the 30 – 50
year term of plan implementation.
More information on Butte County
checkerbloom can be found under
the “Documents” section of the
www.buttehcp.com website (see
Chapter 3 and Admin. Draft Species Models).

Butte County Association of Governments
2580 Sierra Sunrise Terrace, Suite 100
Chico, CA 95928-8441
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Habitat Conservation Plan - Looking Ahead
The next steps for Plan development include finalizing the Draft
Conservation Strategy and developing the Adaptive Management
Plan and Monitoring and Research
Plan sections. The project team is
also developing Chapter 1 (Introduction), Chapter 6 (Plan Implementation) and Chapter 7 (Implementation Structure).
BCAG has also engaged an economics team to develop Chapter 8
(Implementation Costs and Funding). This chapter will identify the
costs associated with implementing the BRCP, and will include
a funding plan to ensure that the
Plan can be implemented successfully.
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Upcoming Public Workshops in 2010
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BCAG will hold a series of public workshops to receive public input on the administrative draft
Conservation Strategy. BCAG hopes to review the strategy with the public, to help the public understand how that strategy works and to incorporate public input. Stay tuned for workshop news on the
program website: www.buttehcp.com.

