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A Cooperative Planning Effort
Caltrans, WCWD to
Become Applicants
Under Plan
The California Department
of Transportation (Caltrans) is likely to become an
applicant under the Butte
Regional Conservation
Plan. Filing as an applicant
means that all Caltrans
roadway improvement
projects in the Planning
Area that are likely to occur
within the next 30 to 50
years would be covered by
the plan.
The BCAG/Caltrans partnership would benefit both
agencies: for Caltrans, this
would mean a more streamlined environmental permitting process; for BCAG, this
would mean that their role
as transportation planning
lead on many Caltrans
projects in Butte County
would be easier to coordinate and implement. In addition, if Caltrans projects
are included in the Plan,
those projects could better
compete for state and federal transportation funding.
BCAG is currently working to formalize Caltrans’s
participation through an
amendment to the Planning
Agreement.
In addition to Caltrans,
in late October the Western Canal Water District
(WCWD) board authorized
the signing of the Planning Agreement and joining
as an applicant under the
Plan. WCWD hopes to have
their ditch and canal maintenance activities covered
under the Plan in order to
streamline their environmental permitting process
for certain species including Giant garter snake.

www.buttehcp.com

Progress Continues in Development of Plan

The team developing the Butte
Regional Conservation Plan
(HCP/NCCP) is continuing to
make significant progress. The
Butte County Association of Governments (BCAG), environmental
consultants, stakeholders, and
wildlife agencies recently revised
the administrative drafts of the
Covered Activities and Impact
Assessment chapters of the Plan.
The Covered Activities chapter describes the projects in the
Planning Area that will be covered under the Plan’s new State
and Federal endangered species
permits. This includes projects
that are likely to result in incidental take, are reasonably certain to
occur over the life of the permit,
and the applicants can control.
The activities range from general
construction, infrastructure, and
maintenance projects, to specific
projects related to wastewater
management, recreation, and
transportation.
Additional detail has been included in the Covered Activities
chapter at the request of the U.S

Fish and Wildlife Service. Other
revisions include a description
of the transportation projects
covered under the Plan that
are within the California
Department of Transportation’s (Caltrans) purview, as
Caltrans is likely to join as
an applicant under the Plan
(more information to the left).
BCAG is also finalizing
the draft Impact Assessment
chapter of the Plan in coordination with wildlife agencies
and the Stakeholder Committee.
The chapter is explained in more
detail on pages 2 and 3.
Drafts of the Plan’s Covered Activities and Impact Assessment chapters
are being reviewed at the Stakeholder Committee meetings and can
be downloaded from the program
website: www.buttehcp.com. These
two chapters will also be further
reviewed and refined during the
upcoming Stakeholder Committee meetings later this fall. Anyone
interested in the Plan and its development is invited to participate in the
meetings – find details on page 4.
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Habitat Conservation Plan Basics: Implementing Entity
Upon completion of the final Butte Regional
Conservation Plan, a new entity will be
charged with implementing the Plan. This
“Implementing Entity” will utilize funding
obtained from locally generated fees and state
and federal grants to implement all aspects of
the Plan including purchase of conservation
lands according to the conditions set forth in
the Plan. Once the Plan is approved, when an
applicant proposes a project expected to impact one of the 41 covered species’ habitats,
the applicant will pay a fee for the Implementing Entity to use towards purchasing the

mitigation lands. This eliminates the need for
the applicants and local developers to secure
the mitigation lands themselves, which saves
time and money. The Implementing Entity
will ensure that the purchase of mitigation
land and assembly of the preserve system
adheres to conservation biology principles
contained in the Plan, such as preserves that
contain a range of ecological values and
functions and are connected by habitat corridors. The Implementing Entity for the Butte
Regional Conservation Plan will be identified
in the draft Plan in 2010.
The Butte Regional Conservation Plan Stakeholder Committee, a group of interested stakeholders that provides input into the Plan, met for the 23rd time in October 2009 and continues to meet
monthly. To attend a Stakeholder Committee meeting, check the program website for the meeting
schedule: www.buttehcp.com.

Impact Assessment and Conservation

Plant Species
Receiving Special
Attention
Butte County meadowfoam is
a plant species whose limited
habitat is located entirely within
the Butte Regional Conservation
Plan Planning Area. Because it
is listed as an endangered species under the State and Federal
Endangered Species Acts, BCAG
and the Wildlife Agencies will
engage in a different approach
to conservation planning for this
winter annual herb.
Because of the meadowfoam’s
narrow distribution and past impacts that have already removed
significant portions of its suitable habitat, BCAG is currently
coordinating with the City of
Chico and Butte County to better
understand planned future land
uses that will be affecting this
plant and its habitat.

Impact Assessment Chapter
Nearing Completion
The draft Impact Assessment, a chapter of the Plan that provides
analysis of the impacts that could result from implementation of
the covered activities on natural communities and each of the 41
species included in the Plan, is nearing completion. To assess the
impacts of covered activities, including all planned future development under city and county general plans, SAIC (consultant)
used the habitat models developed for each species. The analysis
identifies the likely direct, indirect and cumulative impacts of the
covered activities on the 41 covered species and natural communities impacts. Results of the Impact Assessment will be used to help
guide development of conservation measures that are proportional
in extent and timing to the associated impacts, and to assess the
estimated levels of species take for eventual permitting.
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The Impact Assessment Chapter is a key component of the Plan
because it supports the Wildlife Agencies’ evaluations for permit
issuance. The Impact Assessment is based on the best available
existing scientific and commercial information about the ecological requirements and behaviors of covered species; the distribution and extent of covered natural communities and covered
species and their habitats; known occurrences of species compiled
from a broad range of sources; and specifically developed species
habitat models based on vegetation, soils, geology, topography,
land use, hydrology and other factors. Impacts are assessed based
on an evaluation of the likely responses of covered natural communities and species to impact mechanisms associated with implementing covered activities.
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Later this fall and winter, BCAG
will be coordinating with the
Wildlife Agencies and Stakeholder Committee to develop
conservation measures that
balance the meadowfoam’s
recovery with possible development land uses, so that the
meadowfoam may thrive across
its habitat range.

ry

he
h Hatc
iver Fis
R
r
e
Feath

City and county General Plans fit in with the Impact Assessment
in that the chapter will assess the impacts of each General Plan’s
implementation, identify the amount of impact that could exist
from the preferred land use alternative on the 41 covered species,
and assess potential impacts on designated critical habitat in the
planning area. From the beginning of the process, BCAG has
coordinated closely with the cities and Butte County to ensure that
biological resources are incorporated into their land use planning
process.
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As conservation preserves are identified and acquired by the
Implementing Entity, there may be activities within the preserves that could have temporary adverse impacts on covered
species, such as habitat restoration projects or habitat management actions. Based on the extent of habitat restoration and
management included in the Conservation Strategy, a maximum level of take will be identified for future preserve lands.
These provisions will be included in the Impact Assessment.

Phase 2
*Finalize Chapter 2 Admin Draft: Covered Activities
*Finalize Chapter 4 Admin Draft: Impact Analysis
*Finalize Chapter 5 Admin Draft: Conservation Strategy

County
Butte

Big Chico
Creek

Phase 3
Develop Implementation Cost Analysis
Develop Implementation Funding Sources
Host Public Workshops

Develop Implementing Agreement

Flooded Rice
Field

Urban Permit Areas (UPA) and Conservation Acquisition Zones (CAZ) map showing covered activities that have
the potential to impact covered species and natural communities. Planned future development shown is based on
city and county general plan land use categories and represents a worst case “maximum development” scenario
based on potential general plan build-out. Also note that transportation and other covered activities within UPAs
do not need to be explicitly identified; because they occur within the UPA they are automatically covered.
Phase 4
Develop Admin. Draft Plan
Develop Admin. Draft EIS/EIR

Develop Public Draft Plan
Develop Public Draft EIS/EIR
Host Public Workshops

Phase 5
Develop Final Plan Document and Permitting
Develop Final EIR/EIS
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*These tasks are underway
Note: Schedule is subject to change.
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Butte County Association of Governments

You are Invited to
Attend Stakeholder
Committee Meetings
Interested members of the public
have been involved in developing the Plan each step of the way
through monthly Stakeholder
Committee meetings. These meetings are attended by irrigation and
conservation districts, environmental organizations, hunting organizations, agricultural organizations,
building industry representatives,
educational institutions, and state
and federal agencies. Meeting
participants review and provide
valuable feedback on sections of
the Plan to BCAG, and BCAG
shares timely information with
the stakeholders. This stakeholder
coordination is resulting in a Plan
that is created in consultation with
stakeholders and the public.
As always, the public is invited to
attend Butte Regional Conservation Plan Stakeholder Committee
meetings. Meetings are held at
the BCAG offices in Chico, on the
first Wednesday of the month, from
11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Discussions
vary, given the topics or documents in development. Information
about past and future meetings can
be found at the program website:
www.buttehcp.com.

Upcoming Public
Workshops in Spring
2010
In the Spring of 2010, upon completion of the administrative draft
Conservation Strategy chapter,
BCAG will hold a series of public
workshops to receive public input
on the Plan, and specifically, the
Conservation Strategy. Completing
a draft Conservation Strategy is a
key milestone in the development
of the Plan. BCAG hopes to review
the strategy with the public and
help the public understand how that
strategy works and what measures
will be taken to accomplish it. Stay
tuned for workshop news on the
program website:
www.buttehcp.com.

Butte County Association of Governments
2580 Sierra Sunrise Terrace, Suite 100
Chico, CA 95928-8441
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

What’s next: Conservation Strategy Chapter

After completing the draft Impact Assessment and Covered Activities chapters, BCAG will
continue to make progress on the Plan by developing the Conservation Strategy chapter. The
Conservation Strategy will include a comprehensive approach to the regional conservation of
natural communities and the 41 covered species. The Conservation Strategy additionally will
include a monitoring and research program and an adaptive
management program. Biological goals and objectives, have
been drafted and provide the guidance for development of the
Conservation Strategy.
The Conservation Strategy will be reviewed and refined by
the Steering and Stakeholder Committees, Wildlife Agencies,
and independent Science Advisory Panel. Draft sections of
the Conservation Strategy, including spatial design parameters and the biological goals and objectives, are available for
review on the program website: www.buttehcp.com.

Implementation Cost and
Funding Chapter
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Information on costs and sources of funding to implement
the Butte Regional Conservation Plan will be developed in 2010. Such
costs would include the cost of purchasing conservation lands and assembling the preserve system, habitat restoration and management identified in the Conservation Strategy and operational
costs associated with the Implementing Entity. The funding will identify different sources of
funding and financing for Plan implementation.
In the meantime, funding for developing the Butte Regional Conservation Plan is still strong –
BCAG has received $1.7 million in federal grants to develop the Plan.

