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A Cooperative Planning Effort
Habitat
Conservation
Plan Basics
A Habitat Conservation Plan is a
voluntary agreement among federal/
state/local government agencies
and private entities that protects
endangered and threatened species
and provides for reasonable development and use of land. It paves the
way for infrastructure and development projects to proceed – which is
good for the Butte economy – while
protecting endangered species in a
smart, efficient way.
As a result of Butte County and
neighboring cities adopting a
comprehensive, regional, robust and
long-term plan for protecting endangered and threatened species and
their habitats, landowners get an
expedited, simplified permit process
for developing their land. Rather
than looking at species protection on
a parcel-by-parcel basis, the Plan
provides both a broader, regional
look at protection as well as funding
for habitat land purchases. Habitat
Conservation Plans are prepared
with public and independent science
input.

www.buttehcp.com
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Stakeholder Committee Contributes
BCAG is working with a Stakeholder Committee of individuals and
groups who have knowledge of and/
or interest in land use and species
protection. The Stakeholder Committee is reviewing and providing
input on key issues surrounding the
Conservation Plan, including species
to address in the plan, goals and objectives, and the approach to conser-

vation of species and habitats.
Its monthly public meetings are attracting valuable
participation from irrigation and
conservation districts, environmental
organizations, hunting organizations,
agricultural groups, building representatives, educational institutions
and federal and state agencies.
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The Public is Invited to Participate in
Stakeholder Committee Meetings
When:
1st Wednesday of each month from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Where:
BCAG Conference Room, 2580 Sierra Sunrise Terrace, Suite 100, Chico.
Confirm meeting time, agenda and updates at www.buttehcp.com.
Stakeholder Committee Meeting
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Activities covered within the
Urban Permit Areas (UPA):

Step-by-step, the Habitat Conservation Plan is coming together. The Stakeholder Committee has reviewed a list of amphibians, reptiles, birds, fish, insects and plant species that should
be covered in the Conservation Plan. The Urban Permit Areas
(UPA) reflect the cities’ and county’s General Plans which
direct where urban growth can occur over the next 20-30
years. Spatial design parameters estimate how much and what
type of land is needed for regional habitats. (For example, the
Swainson’s hawk needs a relatively small amount of territory
for nesting and a much larger area for foraging.)
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To help with the actual selection and potential purchase of
lands for habitat “preserves” (lands set aside exclusively as
habitat), BCAG has developed a Conservation Acquisition
Zone (CAZ). The CAZ map identifies regions -- rather than
specific parcels -- where the listed species have a high probability of being found and where purchase of some portion of
the lands to form habitat preserves may be the best option to
protect the endangered or threatened species.

Utility services (above and
below ground)
Waste management activities
ion

struct
lding Con
Office Bui

Flood control and stormwater management activities
Transportation facilities
construction

The Stakeholder Committee has advised that the implementation of the Conservation Plan should only acquire property
from willing sellers and should not identify individual parcels
that will be acquired under the plan. The CAZ map provides
the geographic areas where land might be purchased from
willing sellers to assemble the preserves.

Habitat/land restoration
activities
Activities covered outside
the UPA’s:
Pipeline installation
Transportation facilities
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Vegetation management
Bridge replacement and
maintenance
Waste management activities

Skyway

Flood control activities

This combined Conservation Acquisition Zone/Urban Permit Area (CAZ/UPA) map
shows the areas of potential urban growth as well as potential areas where land could
be acquired to create a “preserve” system to protect endangered or threatened species
and their habitats.
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Historic Rock Wall in Grassland Natural Community
Phase 1 Completed

Phase 2 Completed

Phase 2 Underway

Phase 3

Phase 4

Phase 5

Chapter 3 Baseline
Conditions, Establishment of Stakeholder
Committee

Science panel report. Prepare Planning
Agreement and Public Participation Plan,
Chapter 2 Covered Activities.

Chapter 4 Impact Analysis, Chapter 5
Conservation Strategy.

Implementation Costs, Implementation Funding,
Implementing Agreement.

Draft EIR/EIS, Public Draft Butte Regional Conservation Plan, Draft Section 404 Permit Application.
Continued Public Outreach

Adoption and Permitting of Final Butte
Regional Conservation Plan (HCP/NCCP) &
Final EIR/EIS
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Irrigation/canal ditch activities within existing agricultural lands
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Habitat Conservation Plan - Next Steps
Plan Funding
Still Solid

Funding has been secured for
the development of the Public
Draft of the Butte Regional
Conservation Plan and the Draft
Environmental Impact Report
(EIR-state)/Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS-federal).
Grants are available from the
State of California and from the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
under Section 6 of the U.S.
Endangered Species Act, which
aims to support voluntary stewardship efforts on private lands.
An additional grant application
has been submitted for funding
through the final phase tasks:
adoption and permitting of the
Plan and development of the
final EIR/EIS.

The Stakeholder Committee is currently reviewing administrative draft sections of the
Impact Analysis chapter of the Plan. (The Impact Analysis will describe how potential
projects and actions will impact covered endangered or threatened species.) A complete
administrative draft of the Impact
Analysis chapter is expected to be
complete in April. It is anticipated
that an administrative draft version
of the Conservation Strategy chapter will be completed in June 2009.
The administrative draft Conservation Strategy will include biological goals and natural communities
preserve objectives, criteria, design
parameters, and species- specific
conservation measures.
The Public Draft of the Butte
regional Conservation Plan is
scheduled for release in mid-2010.
The Stakeholder Committee and
Steering Committee will continue
to meet to develop the details of
the plan.
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