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Release of the
Independent Science
Advisors’ Report
The Butte Regional Conservation Plan’s Independent Science
Advisors’ Report has been
released and is available on the
Plan website (www.buttehcp.
com). A requirement of the
NCCP Act, the Report is the
work of the Science Advisory
Panel, a multidisciplinary team
of top scientists with expertise
in species, ecosystems, and
conservation biology specifically relevant to our geographic
area and Plan. The scientists
have provided recommendations on topics regarding the
design and implementation of
the Plan. They are an independent advisory group providing
input to the planning process
independent of the consultant
team, staff, and committees.
The Report, which will be used
throughout the development of
the Plan, includes recommendations on the scope of the Plan,
addressing information gaps,
preserve design, species conservation methods, approach
to adaptive management, and
monitoring strategies.
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The Butte Regional Conservation Plan
Planning Agreement has been unanimously
approved by all of the city councils and
Butte County Board of Supervisors. Biggs
approved the agreement on October 15th,
followed by Gridley on November 5th, Butte
County and Oroville on November 6th, and
Chico on November 27th.
The Butte County Association of Governments (BCAG) staff had informative discussions with the councils and County Board
regarding how the Habitat Conservation Plan
(HCP)/Natural Community Conservation
Plan (NCCP) works, the process for developing the Plan, and the many benefits that
the Plan will bring. All of the jurisdictions
indicated their strong support for developing
the HCP/NCCP.
Phil Johnson, president of the Altacal Audubon Society, spoke at the Chico Council Meeting and indicated that he strongly supports
the overall process, and is satisfied with the
functioning of the Stakeholder Committee,
the work of BCAG staff, and the science-based
approach of the consultant team, SAIC. He
urged the council to approve the agreement.
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A Planning Agreement is required by the
State of California (per the NCCP Act) to be
approved by each participating entity in the
conservation planning effort.

A Planning Agreement is required by the State
of California (per the NCCP Act) to be approved
by each participating entity in the conservation
planning effort. The Planning Agreement is an
agreement to work cooperatively in the development of an NCCP and formalizes the participating parties’ intent to
plan and prepare the
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What Are We Doing Now?
The Butte Regional Conservation Plan development process is well underway. One major activity
has been the collection of natural resource data needed for the evaluation of the effects of land
development and of conservation actions. Completed elements include collection of ecological
baseline data on
geology, soils, climate, vegetation, biodiversity, and Covered Species in the planning area (see the
website www.buttehcp.com for the Ecological Baseline Report). Mapping of the land cover types
(including all natural, urban, and agricultural areas) in the Planning Area was completed primarily through interpretation of aerial photographs. The land cover data includes detailed mapping of
vernal pool and vernal swale features, which harbor many rare and endemic species.

Vernal Swale Complexes
This is a sample of the vernal
swale mapping effort.

Habitat suitability models have been developed for the Plan’s
Covered Species. These models were developed and refined with input from the Stakeholder
Committee and State and Federal fish and wildlife agencies. The habitat models serve as predictors of the places in the Planning Area best able to support Covered Species.
BCAG staff and the Consultant Team have been coordinating with planning staff from the
County and cities involved in General Plan development as they study potential areas for land development. Growth and development under the General Plans is anticipated to be included in the
federal and state permits that the Butte Regional Conservation Plan would support. Future tasks
will include the assessment of impacts on species and habitats from growth and development and
preparation of the conservation strategy to address the effects of growth and development and
provide for the conservation of species and natural communities.

How the Stakeholder Meetings Inform the
Planning Process

Individual Vernal Pools
This is a sample of the vernal
pool mapping effort.
Campbell Hills

A Stakeholder Committee of local citizens is providing regular input into development of the
Plan. Stakeholder Committee meetings are open to the public and are currently attended by individuals representing the building industry, irrigation and conservation districts, educational institutions, environmental organizations, hunting organizations, agricultural groups and federal and
state agencies. The Stakeholder Committee has been meeting monthly and has provided valuable input to the Ecological Baseline Report, the resources mapping effort, and the development
of habitat models for Covered Species. The participants on the Stakeholder Committee bring a
broad range of knowledge and viewpoints to the planning process. Their input is providing for a
stronger document and allowing for a group with diverse interests to develop an understanding
of the process and to work together to build all components of the Plan.

Public Workshop Report
BCAG hosted public workshops in Chico and Oroville in September 2007 to encourage residents
to learn about the HCP/NCCP and become involved in the planning process. Through presentations, informative posters, and conversations with BCAG planning staff, county residents learned
why BCAG is pursuing an HCP/NCCP, what the benefits of the Plan will be, who is developing
the Plan, how the HCP/NCCP will correlate to the General Plan, and how citizens can become
involved. The workshops served as an opportunity for the community to meet with each other,
enjoy food and drink, and share ideas about community planning, development, and conservation.
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Planning Area Boundaries Explained
The Butte Regional Conservation Plan Planning Area covers the western half of Butte
County (565,000 acres). This Planning Area was designated to include the areas of Butte
County where the largest extent of future development activities are expected, and where
these activities have the greatest likelihood of conflict with protected species and their
habitats.
The northern, western and southern boundaries of the Planning Area follow the county
lines, while the eastern boundary generally follows the upper elevational extent of the
oak woodland communities, varying from 800’ to 1500’ in elevation above sea level. The
city limits and spheres of influence of the cities of Biggs, Chico, Gridley and Oroville are
completely contained within the Planning Area. These jurisdictions all anticipate significant growth over the next thirty years. According to growth projections, up to 35,000
new housing units could be constructed within the Planning Area between 2006 and 2030.
Addressing the valley and foothill portions of the County under the Butte Regional
Conservation Plan provides for a focus on the areas of greatest conflict between growth
and development and federal and state protected species. Addressing this Planning Area
of similar land use issues and stakeholders makes the planning process more practicable
with a greater chance of success in a reasonable timeframe. The portion of the county
outside the Planning Area supports very different biological resources of the Sierras and
Cascades and very different land use issues. Including the eastern County under the Plan
at this time would greatly increase the complexity of the planning process and reduce the
likelihood of timely completion of the HCP/NCCP in coordination with the local General Plan update process. BCAG is discussing with the wildlife agencies other approaches
and processes that could be developed for the eastern County to address the biological
resources and land uses unique to these areas.

Continued Integration
with the General Plan
BCAG and SAIC, the lead consultant on the Butte Regional
Conservation Plan, are working
with planning staff from the
cities and County to coordinate
Conservation Plan development
with the General Plan updates
currently in progress. As the
General Plan development process moves forward and identifies areas for potential future
growth and development, BCAG
and SAIC have provided biological resources information to
support that process. Biological
resource data collected for the
Conservation Plan are helping
the County and cities identify
biologically sensitive areas early
in the General Plan development
process. The Butte Regional Conservation Plan will use information on potential growth areas
from the General Plan updates
to identify areas where Federal
and State endangered species
permits may be needed.
A number of the participants
on the Stakeholder Committee
are also active with the County
General Plan Citizens Advisory
Committee and this overlap has
proved useful in the integration
of these two planning efforts.

Butte County Association of Governments

Big Chico

Creek

ape

California Wild Gr

Looking Ahead: What’s Planned for SpringSummer 2008
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Housing Construction in Butte County

The next steps in the planning process include an assessment
of impacts and development of a conservation strategy. In
spring 2008, potential land use changes in the Planning Area
will be identified based on input from the General Plan update
process. That information will be used to assess the adverse
effects of growth and development on Covered Species and
natural communities.
Llano Seco Wildlife

A conservation strategy will be developed that provides for the conservation of Covered Species and
natural communities. It is anticipated that a draft
conservation strategy will be completed in summer 2008. The conservation strategy will include
specific conservation actions, an adaptive management plan, and a monitoring plan. The adaptive
management plan will allow for adjustments to
improve conservation actions over time. The
monitoring plan will provide for an assessment
of the success of the conservation strategy over
time.
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