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Find the Preliminary
Public Draft BRCP online

The Preliminary Public Draft
Butte Regional Conservation Plan
(BRCP) was released for public
comment on November 30, 2012.
This updated document may
be found at buttehcp.com.
The Preliminary Public Draft
BRCP will be the focus of three
upcoming public workshops.

The Preliminary Public
Draft BRCP is posted
on our website and
available for you to
review. The Plan is
posted in separate
files for your online
reading convenience.
Front matter includes the cover
page, table of contents, and acronyms.
Sections include BRCP’s 12 chapters and
appendices A through M. All figures and
large tables are posted separately to
allow fast and easy viewing. The Plan is
available at buttehcp.com.

Numerous groups and community
members have been involved throughout
the BRCP planning process. These dedicated
groups include the BRCP Stakeholder
Committee, established to represent diverse
regional interests; the Steering Committee,
comprised of City and County elected officials
and planning professionals; and state and
federal wildlife agencies that have been closely
involved with the two committees throughout
the planning process. Many of the changes
and updates to this version of the Draft BRCP
are reflective of suggestions and feedback
provided by these committees and agencies on
prior drafts of BRCP chapters and appendices
released in 2011 and 2012.

Comments from Participants
in BRCP Development
“The Butte County Regional Habitat

Conservation process compliments
the Butte County General Plan 2030
implementation by providing valuable
information and streamlined procedures
to establish a clear future path for
conservation and development.”
Richard Price
Butte County Agricultural Commissioner

“We see benefits from the BRCP as a
voluntary tool to mitigate the effect of
development on listed species while
providing certainty
and streamlining to
the environmental
review process.”
Tim Snellings
Butte County

• An updated Covered Activities chapter
including more detailed descriptions
of each action; new sections covering
emergency activities and activities not
the

“Being a comprehensive approach,
the BRCP will have a greater likelihood of
success at balancing development and
wildlife protection. And, it will improve
interagency coordination
and efficiency,”
Mark Wolfe
City of Chico

The Preliminary Public Draft reflects many
revisions and updated information. There is
new information included in every chapter of
the plan. Some of the new aspects and major
revisions of the Draft BRCP include:

covered under the BRCP.

· A detailed description of the
BRCP implementation process
including a schedule for
conservation actions, description
of regulatory assurances
and neighboring landowner
assurances, and an outline of the
process for making future changes
to the BRCP once adopted.
• Revisions to implementation 		
cost assumptions and estimates and
the impact fee structure.
• Updated mitigation requirements section,
including expanded mitigation and
conservation discussions for wetlands
and riparian habitats.
The next steps in the development of the BRCP
include receiving further input and feedback
on the Preliminary Public Draft through
three public workshops in January, receiving
additional written public comments by January
31st, receiving input through County Board
of Supervisors and City council meetings, and
obtaining additional stakeholder feedback at
a planned February Stakeholder Committee
meeting. The BRCP team will then update
the draft based on the feedback received.
The formal Public Draft BRCP will be released
in spring 2013 with the required joint Public
Draft Environmental Impact Report/Statement
(EIR/EIS), followed by a 90-day formal public
review period.

Learn about the BRCP and Provide Comments - BRCP’s Public Workshops
The next round of BRCP public workshops are scheduled for January 2013 in Chico, Gridley
and Oroville. Learn more details about the BRCP and its benefits in person at one of these
sessions. Public Workshop details:
• Tuesday, January 15th 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm Oroville Southside Community Center
• Tuesday, January 15th 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm Gridley City Council Chambers
• Wednesday, January 16th 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm Chico Masonic Center
All three workshops will follow the same agenda and present the same information. The
workshop format will include presentations by the project team followed by discussions at
stations highlighting the main components of the Preliminary Public Draft BRCP.

BRCP Key Aspects/Major Components
The BRCP

has a broad and comprehensive scope.
The BRCP ”Plan Area” covers approximately
560,000 acres of lowland and foothill Butte County and encompasses
the cities of Chico, Oroville, Gridley, and Biggs. Natural and agricultural
lands will be conserved and managed to preserve and enhance habitat
for the covered species in the Plan Area while ensuring the long-term
viability of working farms and ranches. The Plan covers 40 species of
wildlife, fish, and plants, including Butte County meadowfoam, giant
garter snake, and Swainson’s hawk. The Plan provides compliance with
federal and state endangered species laws for 50 years of future land
and infrastructure development as envisioned under the county’s and
cities’ general plans and the regional transportation plans.

The Conservation Strategy is built around designated Urban Permit
Areas that encompass the primary areas for future urban growth
and development and Conservation Acquisition Zones that are
biogeographic units of the Plan Area within which specific conservation
targets must be achieved. Over the next 50 years, a system of
conservation lands will be assembled that protect natural communities,
species habitat, and important ecological corridors while ensuring
the continued viability of the agricultural lands that are an important
component of the region’s economy.

BRCP Also Addresses Wetlands and
Riparian Conservation and Compliance
The BRCP includes comprehensive conservation of wetlands,
including vernal pools, emergent wetlands (cattail and tule
marshes), and managed wetlands (controlled flooded lands
for waterfowl and shorebirds), and of riparian forest and scrub habitats
(cottonwoods, willows, and valley oaks along streams). BRCP wetland and
riparian habitat conservation measures are designed to provide complia
nce with the federal Clean Water Act (section 404 for wetlands protection
and section 401 for water quality) and the California Fish and Game
Code section that protects streams and associated riparian habitats from
alteration (section 1602 streambed alternation agreements).

Butte County Meadowfoam to be
Recovered from Endangered Status
Butte County meadowfoam is a small, annual
plant that grows naturally only in the BRCP Plan
Area. The BRCP provides conservation measures
for this endangered species that, when implemented, should recover
the species and allow for its eventual removal from federal and state
endangered species lists.

CONSERVATION STRATEGY SNAPSHOT
• Biologically sound conservation strategy includes
conservation at multiple ecological scales from landscape–
level conservation to individual
species-level conservation
• Comprehensive conservation measures that provide
for the mitigation of impacts, conservation of ecosystems,
and contribution to the recovery of endangered and
threatened species
• Provides for conservation of natural
communities and the ecological
processes that support them
• The strategy is based on advice and
review comments by an independent
Science Advisory Panel
• Monitoring and Adaptive Management Programs
ensure that the management of species habitats
will be effective and improve over time

CONSERVATION MEASURES
CM1 Protect Natural Communities
CM2 Develop an Invasive Species
Control Program

CM3 Improve Urban Stormwater Water Quality
CM4 Improve the Permeability of Linear
Structures for Native Wildlife

CM5 Restore Wetland and Riparian Habitats
CM6 Enhance and Manage Protected
Natural Communities

126,345
acres

Total habit protected
under BRCP

24,725
acres

Total impacts of
species habitat from
covered activities

CM7 Create and Maintain Greater Sandhill Crane Winter Roost Sites
CM8 Maintain and Enhance Covered Species Habitat on Public
and Easement Habitat Lands

CM9 Improve Fish Habitat and Survival
CM10 Conserve Butte County Meadowfoam
CM11 Conduct Surveys to Locate and Protect New Occurrences
of Butte County Checkerbloom

CM12 Reestablish Occurrences of Conservancy Fairy Shrimp,

Ahart’s Dwarf Rush, Hoover’s Spurge, Hairy Orcutt Grass,
Slender Orcutt Grass, and Greene’s Tuctoria

2012
Preliminary Public
BRCP Draft.

2013
Public workshops in Chico,
Oroville, and Gridley

Public Draft EIS/EIR

Public workshops

Public Draft BRCP released for formal review
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New Permitting Process Under BRCP
Figure 1. Existing Permitting Process
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COMMUNITY
• Strengthened regional economies
• Protection of Butte County’s scenic landscapes
and open space
• Community empowerment through
inclusion and partnering in the planning and
implementation process

AGRICULTURALIST
Figure 2. Permitting Process Under the BRCP

• New source of income from voluntary
agricultural conservation easements
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• Long-term conservation of irrigated farmlands
and rangelands
• Varied voluntary opportunities for
participation
• Neighboring landowner assurances

Under the current endangered species and clean water act processes (Figure 1), project
proponents must coordinate and negotiate on their own with the state and federal
regulatory agencies to determine what mitigation requirements will be needed in order to
receive environmental permits. If a project proponent needs to purchase mitigation lands,
or construct wetlands as part of their mitigation, state and federal agencies must also review
and approve that work. These processes are unpredictable as to the time to complete and
final cost to the project proponents.

ENVIRONMENTAL INTERESTS

With the BRCP, the process will be greatly simplified (Figure 2). Specific biological surveys
will be required to be completed by project proponents. Results of these surveys will be
used to determine project impacts on sensitive habitats and any required species and
habitat avoidance measures. Based on the type of habitat and number of acres impacted a
fee will be calculated. Once this fee is paid, the project proponent will receive
the permits from the local city or county planning department at the same
time local approvals are provided. Coordination with the federal and state
resource agencies will have already been completed through the prior
development of the BRCP. This simpler, more predictable process will
save time and money for project proponents and better protect the
region’s natural resources and sensitive species and habitats.

• Increased ability to adapt and respond to
future changes, including the effects of
climate change

• Large scale, coordinated conservation of
species as opposed to “piecemeal” mitigation
• Multi-species, natural community, and
ecosystem protection, resulting in a large,
integrated conservation lands system
specifically managed for high habitat function

• New opportunities for grant funding for
habitat conservation, including habitat
management in-perpetuity

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
• Local control of development and land use
where federal and state endangered species
will be affected
• Collaborative and coordinated long term
solutions to land use conflicts

* USFWS: United States Fish and Wildlife Service
CDFG: California Department of Fish and Game
NMFS: National Marine Fisheries Service
USACE: United States Army Corps of Engineers
RWQCB: Regional Water Quality Control Board

• Streamlined environmental and wetland
permitting for local agency public works and
land development projects including roadway
improvement projects, bike and pedestrian
facilities, new schools, libraries, parks, etc.

BUSINESS OWNERS

2014
Final EIS/EIR

Final BRCP adopted
by cities and county

Federal and State permits issued

• Clear and simplified regulatory process for
endangered species and wetlands compliance
with one-stop approvals at the local level
• “Economies of scale” allow for more cost
effective species protection
• Greater regulatory certainty, consistency and
predictability

Butte Regional Conservation Plan
www.buttehcp.com

Stakeholders, Agencies and Community Member Involvement
The release of the Preliminary Public Draft BRCP would not be possible
without the dedication of the Steering Committee and Stakeholder
Committee, participating state and federal agencies and the members
of the community who have been involved and provided guidance and
input through the planning process.

The Stakeholder Committee
has been formally meeting and
providing input since February
2007, and as of December
2012 has held 43 meetings.

The Steering Committee provides administrative oversight of
development of the BRCP and is comprised of members from the
permit applicants with representatives from the city councils and board
of supervisors as well as water/irrigation district managers and Caltrans
staff. Staff from the California Department of Fish and Game (DFG),
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and National Marine Fisheries
Services (NMFS) also attend meetings.

The BRCP has also benefited
from the participation of the
Science Advisory Panel and
Planning Directors Group.
These experts provide key
guidance to the BRCP team on issues related to the ecological sciences
and local land use, respectively.

The Stakeholder Committee represents regional and community
interests and is comprised of members from educational institutions,
farming and agriculture, environmental groups, special districts,
development community, hunting interests, and water/irrigation districts.

BCAG is the lead agency responsible for the preparation of the BRCP
and Science Applications International Corporation (SAIC) is the lead
consultant for preparation of the Plan.

the

PUBLIC WORKSHOPS
• Tuesday, January 15th 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm Oroville Southside Community Center
• Tuesday, January 15th 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm Gridley City Council Chambers
• Wednesday, January 15th 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm Chico Masonic Center

CONTACT US:
Chris Devine, Planning Manager | Butte County Association of Governments
cdevine@bcag.org | 530.879.2468
www.buttehcp.com

How to comment on
the Draft BRCP
The Draft BRCP is currently available
for public review. The public comment
period will close on January 31, 2013.
To submit comments, please use the
comment form provided on the BRCP
Website and return to Chris Devine at
the BCAG office at cdevine@bcag.org.
You are encouraged to attend one of
the three public workshops where you
can provide your comments in person.
We will have comment stations set up at
each workshop.

Butte County Association of Governments
2580 Sierra Sunrise Terrace, Suite 100
Chico, CA 95928-8441
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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